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IN THE DOG WATCH. 





Correspondents whose contributions are 
necessarily held over till next week will see 
for themselves the reason—that the evidence 
of Mr. Wilson as to seamen before the 
Labour Commission occupies so much 
space. 


A shipowner presiding at a meeting of 
dockers is surely a novelty, yet that took 
place in Hull last week, when Mr. C. H. 
Wilson, M.P., was in the chair, and spoke 
in such friendly terms that the vote of 
thanks to him, moved by Mr. Begg, was 
unanimously carried. 


Till Szararine was started and stirred up 
the seamen to combine, the Seamen’s Union 
made little progress, its members only being 
counted by scores, but within a few months 
of the starting of Szararine the numbers 
were counted by hundreds, and before a 
year was over, by thousands. 





These facts decided the, Associated 
Shipwrights to have a ne‘vspaper and 
to adopt Srararma as their organ, 
which, after taking a vote by ballot in all 
their Branches they have done by a large 
majority. 

This is a great compliment to Szararina, 
and that paper may be depended upon to 
advance the interests of the Society. 


But to do the Society any good the 
paper must have the co-operation of the 
shipwrights themselves, as it has the co- 
operation of the seamen. 


Shipwrights in the various ports must let 
the editor of Szararine know all that is 


going on of interest to shipwrights in their 
neighbourhood. 


Here is an ancient song, showing that 
land sharks are equally ancient :— 


I'll tell you a story, a story, anon, 

Concerning a sailor, whose name it was John, 

Concerning a sailor, who late came ashore, 

In ragged apparel, like one that was poor, 

He went to his host, where he used to drink, 

Who, finding his pockets were empty of chink, 

For when that he came in, his landlady did say, 

You’re welcome Home, dear Johnny, come, sit down, 
I pray, 

You’re welcome Home, dear Johnny, you're wel- 
come to me, 

For my daughter Molly has been dreaming of 
thee. 


I hope, my dear Johnny, a good voyage you've 
made. 


His answer was to her, a bad voyage I've had; 





Where is your daughter Molly? Go fetch her to 
e 


me, 
To drown melancholy, that merry we may be. 
My daughter, she is busy, and cannot come to you, 
There is an old score, but I’ll trust a pot or two; 
He hung down his head and thus he did say, 
Come, lend me a candle, and to bed I’ll away. 


My beds are all full, and have been this week, 

So, for a new lodging, John, you must seek. 

He hung down his head, and thus to her did say, 

Come, tell me, ye old cat, what I have to pay ; 

There’s fifty good shillings, good shillings of old, 

With that he pull’d out his two hands full of 
gold 


He paid her all her reckoning,‘he paid her all was 


‘due, 
So now, for the future, such old hags, adieu ! 


Young Melly hearing this, down stairs she ran 

And, with a pleasant countenance, smiled on John ; 

She kiss’d him, and called him her honey, her dear, 

The green bed is empty, and thou shalt lie there. 

Before I'll lie there, I’ll lie in the street ; 

So for a new lodging I’m resolved to seek. 

He made her this reply, as out of doors he turn’d, 

Both you and your mother lie there, and be 
burn’d. 

All you young sailors take warning by me— 

Make much of your money, for plainly you see, 

While a man has money, he may both sing and 
roar, 

Without that companion, he is turn’d out of door. 


LABOUR COMMISSION 


ASTOUNDING REVELATIONS. 








CHARGES OF CONSPIRACY. 





DAYLIGHT. 


WHO FOUND THE MONEY? 


WILSON’S. EVIDENCE. 


At the Labour Commission, on Tuesday, 
Nov. 24, Mr. J. H. Wilson, the general 
secretary of the National Amalgamated 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, was next examined 
He said, in reply to Lord Hartington, that 
he was the founder of the Union, which was 
started in the year 1887. Previous to that 
period he hed been a seaman, but after 14 
years at sea had retired and started a 
temperance hotel. In now giving evidence 
he desired to speak of the condition of the 
seamen in 1851. His reason for doing that 
was that it had been alleged by witnesses 
who had given evidence on behalf of the 
Shipping Federation that the Union had 
been very coercive, and that had they been 
conciliatory the Federation would not have 
been formed. Witness contended that for 
years the 


SAILORS WERE CONCILIATORY, 


but until they formed themselves into 
Unions they received no consideration. He 





prefaced his evidence by a long history of 
the work of the 


SEAMEN’S UNITED FRIENDLY SOCIETY 


founded in 1851, which had brought about 
a considerable improvement in the conditiun 
of the men, notwithstanding the hostile 
attitude of the owners, whose tactics at 
that time appeared to have been about the 
same as those they adopted towards the 
Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union by the 
establishment of free labour offices. After 
existing for eleven years, the Seamen’s 
United Friendly Society collapsed, owing to 
the action of the shipowners, and the con- 
dition of the men became worse again. He 
had documentary evidence to show that 
during the existence of the Union the wages 
of the men were higher than after it ceased 
to exist. From the time the Union 
collapsed, in 1859, up to 1870, we find the 
condition of the seamen gradually gets 
worse; the wages, which were £5 per 
month to the Baltic, falls to £3 10s. per 
month, and the wages in the ships bound 
to the Mediterranean, declines from £4 per 
month to £215s. In January, 1879, the 
North of England Sailors and Seaports 
Firemen’s Friendly Association, of which 
he was a member, was formed, and 
endeavoured to .btain an increase of wages. 
In 1888, a circular to the owners was sent 
out couched in conciliatory terms, asking 
for an advance of wages, as freights were 
good. When all efforts of conciliation had 
failed, the men resolved to strike, with the 
result that they 


GOTt THEIR DEMAND 


for 32s. per week conceded to the extent of 
30s. per week, which sum the men accepted. 
This association, in 1880, numbered some- 
thing like 1,000 members; but whilst men on 
the North-East coast were able to improve 
their wages by this small effort on their part, 
the men in the large ports, such as London 
and Liverpool, received no increase what- 
ever, and the owners in the north of Eng- 
land, who engaged men there whilst their 
ships were in the north, as soon as those 
ships arrived in London, or other ports 
where the wages were lower, discharged 
those men ; and those men who were en- 
gaged in the north were thus compelled to 
pay a considerable amount of their w 
away in train-fares, to carry them back to 
the north of England again, which practi- 
cally made their wages as low as what was 
paid out of Liverpool, London, and else- 
where, where no Union was at that time. 
We made some considerable progress with 
the North of England Union up to about 
1882. We had formed branches of this 
Union in other adjacent ports, but eventually 
those 
BRANCHES COLLAPSED. 


As soon as ever the owners found that the 
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men’s organisation had gone down they 
commenced to decrease their wages; re- 
ductions took place all round, not because 
freights were bad, because it can be proved 
that the freights at that time were actually 
b:tter than they are to-day, although the 
owners are paying nearly 30 per cent. more 
wages than they did at that date. It was 
in 1882. As soon as they found that the 
men’s organisation had gone down owners 
commenced to reduce wages, to reduce the 
number of men on board the ships, and to 
give a decided preference to foreign sea- 
men. 

Lord Hartington: I see in the proof of 
your evidence the words 


“MURDER 


and robbery.’ What do you mean by 
them ?— When I charge owners with murder 
I mean this—I{ shipowners purchase old 
vessels that ought to be broken up, but 
effect temporary repairs upon the vessels 
and send them to sea after insuring them, 
and if those ships are lost; then I say those 
shipowners are guilty of the crime of murder. 
1 know of a case where a vessel, in going 
out of the port of Blyth, used frequently to 
strike the bar. No attempt was made to 
repair the vessel, and she foundered in 
October, 1886, with all hands on board. 
When I charge the shipowners with 


ROBBERY 

I mean this. A certain shipowner in Aber- 
deen sent a very old ship to sea, which 
foundered with all hands. The men had 
been nine months on board the ship. The 
total amount of wages they had earned in 
that time amounted to about £28. The 
relatives of the men had drawn what is 
called a half-pay note, something like £12, 
leaving about £16 due. The owner sent in 
his statement to the Board of Trade, show- 
ing that there was only £3 due, as he 
alleged the men had drawn their money 
abroad. The widows of some of the men 
had letters showing that the men were very 
careful, and had been drawing very little 
abroad. Seamen know from experience 
that it is the usual custom for captains to 
give their men very little money abroad, 
probably not more than 5s. at the end of 
the week. According to this account, how- 
ever, the men were charged with drawing 
£4 in one port, and £5 in another. Then 
they were charged with using 15lb. of 
tobacco in seven months, whereas the usual 
custom is 1lb. of tobacco per month for 
each man. The Union took the case up, 
and entered upon legal proceedings to make 
the owner produce detailed accounts. 
Before the case was heard the owner paid 
the money. Since then we have had 
another ease with him, and 


MADE HIM DISGORGE 


the money in the same way. I have evi- 
dence to prove that this is not an isolated 
case, but a very common practice in the 
mercantile marine; where men have been 
lost, for the owners to make up their 
accounts in this way. 

Lord Hartington : It was a part of the 


OBJECT OF THE UNION, 


of which you are speaking, to secure to the 
men, or to their relations, the pay which 
was due to them ?—Yes. We provide each 
member with 

' LEGAL PROTECTION; 


and on the death of a member, if we 
believe that his life has been sacrificed 
through the neglect of the employer, we 





take proceedings against the owners for 
compensation, and that is, I believe, one of 
the causes of the very bitter feeling which 
seems to prevail in shipowning circles with 
reference to myself and the Union which 
I have the honour to represent. 

Lord Hartington : Have you anything to 
say with regard to the general treatment of 
seamen at that period ?—At that time the 
seamen were very shamefully treated both 
on shore and on board ship. Men were 
murdered on board ship. They were 
brutally assaulted, and no steps were taken 
to punish the offenders. I can refer to the 
case of the barque Limbleton, where a sail- 
maker was 


SYSTEMATICALLY ILL-USED 


for about two months. The crew in general 
were badly treated, and the second mate 
used to amuse himself by sticking sail 
needles into the flesh of the man. The 
man complained to the captain, who made a 
running kick at him, and knocked him off 
the poop. The man immediately jumped 
overboard’ and was drowned. On _ the 
arrival of the ship at Sunderland, the crew 
reported the matter tome. I at once went 
and had warrants issued for the arrest of 
the captain and second mate. The case 
was tried before three 


SHIPOWNING MAGISTRATES, 


who dismissed the case in the first instance, 
because the dead man was not there to pro- 
secute. The Union was not satisfied with 
that, and I applied to the Quarter Sessions. 
An indictment was preferred against the 
captain and the other officer. The case 
eventually came on at Durham Assizes, 
and the captain was sentenced to one 
month’s imprisonment. Another case is 
that of the Baron Blantyre, where 
the captain and the mate systematically 
ill-used a man for four months until he 
eventually died. They were tried at the 
Liverpool Assizes and convicted, the captain 
getting 18 months and the chief mate 15 
months. Witness, continuing, said he could 
mention several other cases. In 1885 
there was one in which the captain and 
chief officer, named Logan, were tried at 
Newcastle, and they got three years each 
for assault. There were hundreds of cases 
which went unpunished because they never 
saw the light of day. These things were 
not discouraged by shipowners, and he did 
not remember any one case where the owners 
had ever instituted a prosecution against 
the officers . 
FOR BRUTALITY 

to the crew. Onthe other hand they found 
owners defending the officers and paying 
the expenses for defence. Witness then went 
on to explain why officers gave preference 
to foreigners as against English sailors. 
One reason, he said, was that the officers 
could not work English sailors so long as 
foreigner?, as the English had a better 
knowledge of the law than foreigners. 
Another reason was that there was a clause 
in the articles of agreement which said 
that if any man was incompetent to fulfil 
the duties for which he had signed the 
captain could reduce his wages to those of 
an ordinary seaman. A foreigner would be 
afraid to stand up against an officer for fear 
of finding at the end of the voyage that 
his wages had been reduced. As a result, 
an officer would have a better hold upon 


FOREIGNERS THAN 


upon Englishmen. Witness next, for the 
purpose of showing the apathy of the 
owners, said that in 1886 the men invited 





the owners of the north-east coast to meet 
them in Sunderland to discuss the question 
of wages. Only one out of about 400 was 
present. 

Lord Hartington: Did the owners take 
no steps to meet you?—No. They were 
more aggressive then than now. 

Lord Hartington: Do you consider that 
so long as you were conciliatory the owners 
took no steps to meet you?—None what- 
ever; in fact they were more aggressive 
then than they are to-day, which is a clear 
proof to my mind that the talk on the part 
of the shipowners about the aggressiveness 
of our Union is 


ALL MOONSHINE ; 


that if there has been any aggressive policy 
pursued it is on their side, and not on ours. 
I am prepared to prove this in every step 
of my evidence by documents which I am 
prepared to hand in. 

You state that the seamen of London, 
Liverpool, and other large ports had no 
organisation at that time?—They had no 
organisation ; we were the only men who 
were recognised in the north. 

In the north-east ?—Yes. There were 
some small attempts made in 1886 to form 
a Union in London, known as the Vigilance 
Association. They enrolled, I believe, about 
a thousand members, but it did not last 
more than about 18 months; it died a 
natural death. There were shipowners on 
the committee of this particular organisa- 
tion, the same as another one that was 
formed in Shields. There was a committee 
of 12, and seven of the 


COMMITTEE WERE SHIPOWNERS. 


Mr. Matthew Cay, a very large shipowner 
on the North-East Coast, was one of the 
committee. We would have thought that 
a society with the shipowners on the com- 
mittee would have worked all right, but it 
did not; the owners generally pulled the 
strings of this particular Union to suit 
their own purposes; the men, on the other 
hand, pulled their strings to suit theirs, 
and it collapsed after about three months’ 
life. It did not live more than three months, 
which shows that a society composed of 
shipowners and sailors together on a com- 
mittee will not work very well; at least I 
have not found it to be so. 

Do you wish to make any further state- 
ment as to the state of things before the 
formation of the existing Union ?—I have 
found myself that the wages previous to the 
formation of our Union were very low. On 
the north-east coast the able seamen were 
then being paid £3 5s. and £3 10s. per . 
month in steamers. The wages in sailing 
ships were £2 5s., £2 10s. and £2 15s. per 
month. In London, Liverpool, and Glasgow 
wages were much lower. When 


OUR UNION WAS FORMED, 


by the end of 1887, we had increased the 
wages on the north-east coast to £3 15s. 
for sailors and £4 10s. for firemen. I 
found that the condition of the men 
eculd only be improved by a national 
movement. Then we only had one 
Branch in Sunderland, with about 200 
members. Now we have a Branch in every 
port in the United Kingdom, 15 Branches 
on the Continent, one at Constantinople, and 
another at Malta. Our membership at the 
present time is 130,000, which means that 
there are not more than 20,000 men in the 
mercantile marine that have not been en- 
rolled in our Union. It is true that there 
are about 230,000 men in the mercantile 
marine altogether, but of these 40,000 are 
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officers, probably 40,000 are engineers, and 
there may be 20,000 cooks and stewards. 
I should say we have almost enrolled the 
whole of the mercantile marine in our Union. 
It is true that they are not all paying up at 
the present time. 

Do you allege that the tactics of this 
Union were at first conciliatory ?—Yes, in 
every way. I put in another document to 
prove that at the formation of the Union 
our great desire was to work in harmony 
with the shipowners. As soon as ever the 
Union was formed our desire was to ge’, if 
possible, the sympathy of the shipowners, 
and we thought if we could work in har- 
mony with them it would be much better, 
and we could get along better. I had a 
notion myself at that time that the majority 
of the shipowners were not such a bad lot 
of men, and that it would be possible to 
find at least a number of them who would 
be sympathetic and pay some attention to 
the grievances of the sailors; but I am 
sorry to say, after three or four years’ 
experience of dealing with shipowners, my 
opinion in that direction is very much 
altered. A circular addressed in 1887 by 
the Union to the shipowners was then read, 
to the effect that the Union desired to stop 
the inconvenience to owners of men failing 
to join their ships. The Union offered to 
find a good class of men who should 
be aboard sober and fit for duty 
at the proper time, and to fine its mem- 
bers who failed in this. The circular 
also asked the owners to co-operate with the 
Union in providing a better class of men 
for the merchant service. Mr. Wilson 
added :—If we were able to fix the wages, 
say in November, 1887, at £4 for firemen 
and £3 15s. for seamen, perhaps the next 
day some other shipowner would come up 
with his vessel to sign on his crew and try 
to get the men for £3 5s. So continual 
conflicts used to go on day after day at the 
Mercantile Marine Offices in Sunderland and 
elsewhere, because the owners wou'!d not 
abide by any fixed rate of wages. They 
came to the office and saw a number of men 
standing around looking for empioyment, 
and then an owner would say: “ ‘i'ry to get 
them for 10s. below the fixed rate,” and 
they would try to get them. 

But was there a fixed rate ?—It was fixed 
so far that what we would call a fixed rate 
was this. Supposing we say the wages are 
£4, and there are five or six ships in 
succession which had signed on for that 
rate. We would then say that £4 was the 
fixed rate ; but up comes another owner, 
and he sees 

A NUMBER OF MEN IDLE; 


he says to himself, ‘‘Oh, there's a lot of men 
in the market ’’—not a question of freights, 
freight was just the same for him as it was 
for the other owner ; but he sees a lot of 
men there, and he says, “ Now I will try to 
pullthe wages down, I can afford to pay, 
of course, but there is a lot of men wanting 
work”—question of supply and demand; 
not a question of could he afford it. Then 
they say, because we have fought them— 
and they have said it, “Ah, that is the 
aggressive Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
again; they are always fighting.” We 
contend that if there was any aggressive 
policy at that time pursued, they were the 
parties ; and this circular that was sent out 
to them, which I have handed in, proves 
that there was no aggression on our part. 
Did you at this time approach the ship- 
owners with a view of improving the scale 
of provisions ?— Yes, I quote this as a further 





proof of our conciliation. We have a great 
deal to complain of with reference to the 
provisions on board ship. Much of the dis- 
turbance and much of the desertion that 
takes place abroad is entirely owing to the 
BAD PROVISIONS 
which are supplied to the men I 
have known men desert a ship and 
leave £29 wages behind them. Now a man 
must have some very good reason for desert- 
ing his ship and leaving such a large sum 
of money behind. A great deal of the dis- 
turbance between officers and crews on 
board a ship is owing to the men being 
badly fed and the officers being desirous 
of getting the work done. However, to 
see whether we could not remedy this state 
of affairs, we approached the shipowners in 
Sunderland—a deputation of four of our 
men—I was one of the deputation myself— 
met four shipowners. They treated us with 
very little courtesy. One gentleman put 
himself into the chair without asking the 
leave of the meeting whether it was right 
that he should be chairman or not, and then 
they immediately commenced to scratch 
out various items in our provision scale. I 
hand in a copy of the scale that we pro- 
posed at the time [handing in a print] 
showing the old scale of provisions and the 
one that we suggested. However, after we 
had agreed upon the provision scale, letting 
them all have their own way, they said they 
would bring this scale before the Chamber 
of Shipping and get a resolution moved 
upon the matter to have it adopted 
thoughout the mercantile marine. One of 
the gentlemen went to the meeting of the 
Chamber of Shipping of the United King- 
dom, and he moved the resolution that this 
scale be adopted. They could not find any 
gentleman in the room who would second 
the resolution. The statements made were 
these :—Oh, well, that does not affect our 
firm ; we feed our men exceedingly well— 
they all feed their men well there was no 
room for complaint whatever—it did not 
matter how you fed sailors, they would 
always be grumbling. The result was, the 
resolution fell to the ground. That proves 
that they paid very little attention to the 
reasonable request. Witness then went on 
to mention the case of the Royal Tar, which 
put into San Francisco some time ago. The 
men when landed were all 
ROTTEN WITH SCURVY, 

and the medical officer of health who re- 
ported the matter stated that the bodies of 
the crew were actually decomposing. He 
also reported that the chief cause of this 
was the mouldy flour, bad biscuits, aud bad 
beef supplied, which was not fit for men to 
eat. 

Lord Hartington: To whom was the re- 
port made?—To the local authorities at 
San Francisco. (Witness handed in a news- 
paper report containing an account of: the 
affair.) 

Lord Hartington : This does not appear 
to be an authenticated report of what the 
officer said.—It is a report cut from a San 
Francisco newspaper. 

Were any further proceedings taken ?— 
T don’t know, because the ship was in San 
Francisco. If she had arrived at an English 
port we shonld have taken proceedings very 
quickly. J have not heard whether the 
British Consul took proceedings. 

Then nothing came cf your approach to 
the shipowners on the subject of the food 
supplied ?—The provisions to-day are worse 
than they were at that time, because the 
owners, being compelled to pay better 





wages, have taken it out of the men in 
another way—by putting 


POOR PROVISIONS 


on board, and less men. That is how they. 
have made up for the extra pay. 

At what time, and in what way, did the 
new Union come into actual conflict with 
the owners ?—We came into conflict with 
the owners, more or less, from 1888 up to 
1889. We had frequent fights, but only on 
a small scale, not of much moment. 

Do you mean strikes?—Yes, say at the 
shipping office, where a shipowner wanted 
to pull the wages down 10s. a month, we 
would fight him, and the result was that 
he would be compelled to pay the proper 
price; but we had not any strike of any 
serious consequence. 

Will you explain what you mean by 
fighting ?>—We would call our men to one 
side and tell the owner that those were all 
Union men, that the proper Union rate of 
wages was so much, and if he wanted our 
men he could have them at that and at no 
other rate. That is 


WHAT WE CALL FIGHTING. 


We had not any serious conflict with the 
owners until 1889; then we had the great 
Liverpool strike, which lasted eight or nine 
weeks. Our men applied to the owners for 
an advance of wages; we had got an increase 
in every port throughout the country with 
the exception of Liverpool. We had in- 
creased the money then from £4 to £4 15s. 
per month, and £5, which is the present 
rate of wages now in the majority of ports 
where the Union is strong Our men 
applied to the Liverpool shipowners, 
and they ignored the demands of the 
men. Our men then were desirvus of 
striking. I advised our men at that time 
not to strike. I wrote letters to the Liver- 
pool secretaries at that time strongly 
advising them noi to strike, not that I did 
not sympathise with the men in the wages 
that they were demanding; I believe that 
they were perfectly justified in demanding 
those wages, but that I was of opinion that 
the men were not sufficiently well organised 
to strike successfully. 


I WAS DEPRECATING STRIKES 


in every way, because I maintained that 
there will be no necessity for strikes if the 
men are thoroughly well organised. It is 
only when the men are not organised that 
the employers take advantage of them and 
ignore the reasonable demands which are 
made. ; 

There was a strike, and we failed, but 
since then the owners have conceded the 
wages which were asked for by our men at 
that time. They got into difficulty with 
the dockers, and in order to conciliate our 
men they gave them an increase of wages. 

Have you apy allegations to make 


AGAINST THE OWNERS 


in connection with your Union ?—Yes, there 
are some very strong charges being made 
against me before this Commission, and I 
do not want to retaliate bv making strong 
charges in return, as that is not provieg 


our case in any way, but I must say that 
the owners—not the owners in gen ral but 
some of them — have acted iu a very under- 
handed way with our o ganisation. Some 


of the owners have done this—I do not 
know how far the other owners were re- 
sponsible for it; it is for them to say, and I 
intend to hand in documents to prove that 
what [ am saying is correct, because I have 
evidence with which I intend to back it up, 
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The owners, finding that our Union was 
getting very strong, then commenced to 
import men into our Union for the purpose 
of creating dissension. A man was sent 
out to join the Tower Hill Branch .of our 
Union by the shipowners, 


PAID FOR BY THE SHIPOWNERS, 


backed up financially by the shipowners; 
and one of those owners is Mr. Scrutton 
notably, and Mr. Roche, of the firm of 
Botterell and Roche, solicitors. They con- 
cocted plans to bring about the downfall of 
our Union. A man named Hornsby joined 
the Tower Hill Branch of ovr Union, and 
we have since found out that he has received 
money from the shipowners and the Ship- 
ping Federation. This man, together with 
another man named 
ABBOT, 


an expelled officer of our Union, commenced 
to circulate malicious libels with reference 
to myself and the Union in general. The 
object of the libels was to discredit me in 
the eyes of the seamen of this country, so 
that the men would lose confidence in the 
Union, and, of course, eventually bring 
about its collapse. When the trial of those 
men took place 
FOR PUBLISHING THESE LIBELS, 

I found their expenses were paid by Mr. 
Scrutton, a shipowner, and Mr. Reche, of 
the firm of Botterell and Roche. , I here 
hand in letters to prove this—[handing in 
letters |. 


You referred to a trial; what was the 
trial? —These men circulated a malicious 
and libellous pamphlet. 

Who, Hornsby ?—And Abbot ; one man, 
Abbot, was convicted and sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment at the Durham 
Assizes for circulating these libels. 

Who was he prosecuted by ?—By myeelf, 
or our Union, through me. His expenses 
were 

PAID BY THE SHIPOWNERS. 

[At this trial Abbott pleaded guilty to 
a libel on the -editor of Sxaranme, and 
was sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment. | 
Hornsby, who was circulating some of these 
libels in London, was prosecuted by me, 
and his defence was paid for by the ship- 
owners. 

Waat happened in that case? —He was 
convicted, and my counsel said that we were 
not desirous of inflicting any punishment 
upon him but as a deterrent, and the judge 
imposed a very nominal penalty, and 
cautioned him as to bis conduct in future. 
Since then this man has been continually 
employed by those people, the Shipping 
Feceration in particular, and I shall put in 
letters to prove this. Their object all 
through has beén to say, “If we can crush 
this man Wilson, and discredit him in the 
eyes of the seamen, then the Union will be 
bound to fall” ‘Lbat is the policy which 
they pursued from September, 1889, up to 
September, 1890, when the Shipping Fede- 
ration was formed. I put in here letters 
which will back up my statement. 

‘Lhey are letters from whom?—The first 
Jetter 1s from H. H. Richardson, 2, Broad- 
ptreet-buildings, London, E.C., and it is 
dated Apmi 2, 1890. 

Who is Mr. Ricbardson ?—A solicitor who 
was employed by Botterell & Koche, ship 
owners’ svicitors, to conduct a prosecution 
against one of our officers. I would like to 
read this to show the connection between 
them and the 

OONSPIRACY. 


Sir John Gorst: To whom is the letter 





addressed ?—It is addressed to Mr. Allison. 

Who is he?—A member of our Union. 

Mr. Bolton: What do you mean by a 
conspiracy ?—If you will allow me to read 
this it will show how far it is:—‘ Dear 
Sir.—I am sorry to say I must still urge 
you to send me in the course of to-morrow 
(Thursday) without fail a substantial sum 
by way of provision for costs. A firm of 
solicitors representing some shipowners 
have seen me with reference to advising their 
clients as to advancing a sum of money 
towards the costs, but inasmuch as their 
clients are desirous only of having Wilson's 
misdeeds shown up, they will advance very 
little, if any, towards the fands.’’ That 
shows that their object was to get me into 
the law courts and to 


SHOW UP 


what they termed my misdeeds. 
come to another letter. 

Mr. Tait: Who is this next letter to?— 
To Mr. Allison. 

Sir John Gorst : From the same man ?— 
Yes. ‘Dear Sir,—I have not yet received 
anything further from Messrs. Bottercll & 
Roche.’ (Mr. Roche is one of the Shipping 
Federation Executive Council, and he is the 
man who is acting as solicitor for the ship- 
owners). ‘ You know I relied upon the 
£10, and as a matter of fact, expected it 
to be paid during my absence from the 
office on the afternoon of April 16. I wrote 
out and signed a receipt for the money, 
which has been waiting in my office receipt 
bock since to be taken up. Please do what 
you can in the matter.” I have the 


ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS, 


which I am in a position to place before 
the Commission if you desire. 

Lord Hartington: In connection with 
what proceedings were these letters 
written?—A man named Fysh, who was 
treasurer of one of our London Branches, 
was charged with buying a safe for £8, 
and selling it to the Branch for £25. 

And prosecuted by whom?—By a man 
who was then acting for the shipowners. 

Mr. Bolton: A member of your Union? 
—He was a member, and was expelled and 
after vards admitted, and is a member, and 
will be I believe called before the Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Tom Mann: Are you referring to 
Fysh?—To Allison; Fysh was the man, 
and the prosecution was being supported 
by the shipowners. Of course the object 
was to get a report of this in the Shipping 
Gazette and Luirplay, and then to cireu- 
late those papers broadcast and in pamphlet 
form. Ihave one that has been sent out 
specially by this paper. Special reports 
like this have been sent on board a ship 
criticising our Union and myself in par- 
ticular. ‘These are extracts from the 
Shipping Gazette [handing in a privt]. 
The object, of course, is plain to be seen. 

Mr. iait: Does it sate that it is an 
extract ?—Yes, from the Shipping Gazette. 
the shipowners’ paper. ‘he Shipping 
Gazette end Ls airplay, expensive papers 
like those, are circulated broadcast on 
board ships for sailors to read. 1 do not 
know what delight sailors will get in 
reading shipowners’ papers; if they 

READ OUR “SEAFARING” 
they might. 

Lord Hartington : You allege that paid 
agents of the shipowners were introduced 
into your Union ?—Yes. The man Hornsby 
was a paid agent, and is, I believe, now a 
paid agent. 


Then we 





How do you know that ?—I have evidence 
—further evidence, further letters, which 
will prove this, and further, witnesses 
which I hope I shall have the opportunity 
of calling, who have acted with this man, 
who have practically been in what I term 
the conspiracy. I am in hopes that the 
Commission will give me the opportunity of 
defending my character by putting the 
saddle on the right horse, by showing 
that the charge of coercive tactics which 
has been alleged against our Union is not 
correct, and that it is part of the plan. 

Mr. Jesse Collings asked if the Commis- 
sioners were to go into personal matters. 

Lord Hartington: I understand that Mr. 
Wilson asserts that the shipowners have 
endeavoured by 


UNFAIR MEANS 


to undermine his influence in his own 
Union. 

Witness: Yes ; to undermine and dis- 
credit my character, that the men may lose 
confidence in me. Our men are not like 
other workmen. They are scattered in all 
parts of the world. If they get a pamphlet 
such as those that had been circulated 
broadcast they cannot get an explanation 
of the reportin five minutes. Aman might 
be in China when he received a report 
accusing me of robbery and saying the 
Union is a swindle, and he would not get 
home under, perhaps, five months. 

Mr. Jesse Collings said if the Commission 
was to be a jury to judge between Mr. 
Wilson and somebody else, he supposed 
they would have to give an opinion. 

At this point the Commission adjourned 
for luncheon, it being understood that the 
Commissioners would in the meantime con- 
sider the point raised. 

Upon the Commission resuming, 

Lord Hartington, addressing the witness, 
said—Do you wish to add anything to what 
you have already said as to the action of 
any particular shipowners towards your 
Union? — Yes, we found that the 
conspiracy ageinst the Union, which 
commenced in September, 1889, was being 
financed by two or three shipowners at that 
time. In April, 1890, a deputation of those 
men waited upon one shipowner, Mr. 
Serutton, and he told them that they were 
prepared to 


SUBSIVISE THOSE MEN 


in carrying on this work ; further, that if 
they would start a rival organisation to ours, 
the shipowners would be prepared to sub- 
sidise this organisation. Those men then 
commenced and formed a rival organisation, 
which is known by the name of the Inter- 
national Federation of Seamen, Firemen, 
Cooks and Stewards. I shall hand in 
letters to prove the connection between this 
organisation and those particular ship- 
owners; in the first instance, Mr. Roche 
for one, and Mr. Scrutton for another. 
After this crganisation had gone on for 
some time it met with little success—in fact, 
I do not believe that they had taken more 
than’ about £200 since its formation. It 
was thought advisable when the 


SHIPPING FEDERATION 


came into existence, in September, last 
year, that they would drop this rival Union 
to ours because they were afraid it might 
get strong, and to use Mr. Laws’ own 
language to those men, might become as 
aggressive as our own Union became. I 
shall also hand in a letter which was sent 
by Mr. Laws, of the Shipping Federation, 
to one of those men engaged in this work, 
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for him and others to go to Glasgow in the 
month of October, 1889, for the purpose of 
upsetting our Congress. Their expenses 
were paid for by the Shipping Federation. 
In Mr. Laws’ letter he refers them to a Mr. 
Neilson Bird, who is the secretary of the 
Shipping Federation in the Glasgow district. 
These seven men went to Glasgow and 
applied to Mr. Neilson Bird, and he 


PAID THEM £25, 


or a sum equal to that, for their trip to 
Scotland, for the purpose of annoying us at 
our annual Congress. Their real object was 
to get up counter meetings, and the in- 
structions given them were these—be sure 
and get plenty of this into the newspapers, 
as our clients want to see good results for 
their money. Similar instructions were 
given by Mr. Laws to other men who went 
from London to Liverpool to circulate 


LIBELLOUS LITERATURE 


with reference to our Union. Mr. Laws 
went himself personally to Liverpool to see 
that those men did their work thoroughly 
well, and attended a meeting in the Mariners’ 
Parade whilst those men were distributing 
their literature, and making assertions that 
our Union was a fraud and a robbery. He left 
£25 with a Matthew Callaghan, the agent of 
the Shipping Federation in Liverpool, to 
pay those men their expenses. This man 
Hornsby was arrested in Liverpoo] for 
circulating this libellous literature. His 
defence was undertaken in this way: The 
men first went to Hill, Dickenson & Co., the 
shipowners’ solicitors, but they said, ‘“‘ Well 
WE CANNOT BE SEEN 
in this matter; we will refer you to another 
solicitor, so that we will not be directly seen 
in this work.” They went and took them 
to solicitors named Collins and Robinson, who 
were instructed to undertake the defence 
of Hornsby at the expense of the ship- 
owners, instructed by Botterell & Roche. 
All the expenses in this action were paid 
for by those people, and they have from time 
to time financed those men in other direc- 
tions. 

What was the result of this action ?—The 
result was that we took an action against 
this man for libel, whereas we ought to 
have taken an action for slander, and we 
lost the case through not taking it for 
slander instead of libel. 

Have you taken any other legal pro- 
ceedings ?>—Yes. The 


“FAIRPLAY” TRIAL 


and the Shipping Gazette were taken 
together. We got £100 damages in the 
ease of Fuirplay, and we withdrew the 
action in the case of the Shipping Gazette 
on the advice of my counsel, but not at my 
wish, because I would have punished them 
as severely as the others, because they have 
continued to circulate malicious and libellous 
matter ever since then, and are doing it 
now, when they are sending out extracts in 
pamphlet form. It is profitable for ship- 
owners’ papers to do this, I suppose. I 
would like to hand in this letter from the 
International Federation of Stewards, Sea- 
men, and Firemen :—‘‘ Head Office, 64, 
John-street, Sunderland.”—The general 
secretary of this Union is agent for the 
Shipping Federation in Sunderland; he 
gets £2 10s. a week as agent for the Shipping 
Federation, and at the same time he is 
supposed to be the general secretary of this 
Union. Of course, I do not believe they 
have any members—they simply have a 
name, and that is all. 





This letter proves that the Union was 
being financed by the shipowners—by the 
Federation. They were paying the 

PRINTERS’ BILLS 

for this Union. The business of this Union 
was being conducted in the offices of the 
Shipping Federation, and one letter proves 
that every man who got a Federation ticket 
in the office at Sunderland, by this general 
secretary’s statement, was compelled to 
join this Union as well. 

Do you want to read that letter ?—Yes. 
‘“* Dear Darby,—Yours to hand. I note the 
contents. Mr. Roche”—thatisthe Mr. Roche 
whois connected with the Shipping Federa- 
tion—“ informs me that you are in com- 
munication with an owner, Mr. Bird”— 
(Mr. Bird is the secretary of the Shipping 
Federation in Glasgow)—“ who, no doubt, 
will relieve and assist you for the time being. 
I think we shall soon have the powder and 
shot supplied to us, so that we shall be able 
to settle Mr. J. H.W. Mr. Allison and Mr. 
Clark have gone to Liverpool with Wilson to 
oppose Hornsby. If I had the meansIshould 
have sent Abbot to Liverpool, but I have 
sent him to London. He will open out 
there, and then leave the Branches there 
with some good men under the supervision 
of Pleasance. Then we will come back to 
the north. I hope to be able to have both 
Hornsby and he with us next month, when 
Mr. J. H. Wilson comes to Glasgow. Ihave 
not heard from 

HORNSBY 


for a few days. There is no doubt he is 
having a hard fime of it down there.” This 
man Lawrence refers to their going to 
Glasgow for the purpose of interfering with 
our annual meeting. Now I should like Mr. 
Laws’ letter read to prove that Mr. Laws 
paid their expenses. This is the letter of 
Mr. Laws: ‘‘ Your letter of the 1st received 
and carefully noted ”—— 

Mr. Tait: What date? This is Oct. 2, 
and our conference commenced on Oct. 5, 
1890. “ Your letter of the 1st received and 
carefully noted ”—— 

Lord Hartington: This is to whom ?— 
This is addressed 


TO MR. DARBY, 


from E. J. Laws, of the Shipping Federa- 
tion, Whittington-avenue, London. 

Who is Mr. Darby ?—He was a man who 
was formerly an official of our Union ; then 
he was engaged by the Shipping Federation 
and those owners, after he left our Union, 
to join in this conspiracy to break our 
Union up. Since then he got so badly 
treated by the Shipping Federation that he 
has rejoined our Union, and I hope to put 
him as a witness to prove this. “ Your 
letter of the 1st to hand received and care- 
fully noted. No arrangement whatever has 
been made with Captain Lawrence with 
regard to yourself. I saw Mr. Bird yester- 
day and asked him to hold a meeting of 
his district committee, and see what 
arrangements could be made with you in 
regard to the district offices, and I hope 
you will call and see him on the subject. 
Personally, I think that yourself and one 


DELEGATE AND A BOY SHOULD BE 
ENOUGH 


for the Glasgow office; but, of course, this 
is a matter which will be entirely subject to 
the decision of the local committee. It 
appears that a National Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union general meeting is to be held 
in Glasgow on Monday and that you are 
likely to attend.” Mr. Darby informs me 





that they did, and I know that they did 
attend, because I saw them there, and they 
got £25 from Mr. Neilson Bird, the secre- 
tary of the Shipping Federation in Glasgow, 
for their attendance. 

They attended in what capacity ?—They 
attended there to get up’opposition meetings 
to our Union and to criticise. 

Did they attend your meetings ?—They 
were not allowed to attend our meetings 
because they were not members of our 
Union at that time; they had no business 
at our Congress, they had no right to be 
near our Congress in any way; but 


THEIR INSTRUOTIONS WERE 


to criticise the balance-sheet of our Union, 
and to throw as much discredit upon me as 
they possibly could. Those were their in- 
structions. 

At other meetings ?—At the meeting in 
Glasgow, so that it would get into the 
papers that there was dissension in our 
ranks. That was the object of the visit to 
Glasgow. 

Those were not members of your Union? 
—They were not members. 

Why should they not go to Glasgow at 
the same time ?—They could go to Glasgow 
as many times as they liked; but that did 
not justify them in coming near our meet- 
ings and trying to get up -— 

You say that they did not come to your 
meetings.—They did, outside the doors ; 


| they were not allowed inside the meeting, 


as it was a private meeting of the Union; 
but they were outside the doors, holding 
small meetings, if they could get a crowd 
of men together, and denouncing the Union 
as a fraud and a sham. 

Have you finished Mr. Laws’ letter ?— 
No; the letter goes on— 


“ALLOW ME TO SUGGEST 


that any remarks exceeding the bounds of 
fair criticism would only damage your 
position if you are afterwards to be con- 
nected with the registry offices. A copy of 
this, with your letter, will be handed to 
Mr. Bird, who will no doubt write me on 
the subject.” 

I think you stated that some charges had 
been made against you by Mr. Laws. Do 
you wish to refer to them ?—Yes, I have 
been charged with several offences. Mr. 
Laws charges the officials of the Union— 
and I presume that I am one of the officials 
—with giving instructions to the members 
of the Union which are entirely subversive 
of discipline. I deny that charge. Onthe 
contrary, our. instructions have always 
been for the men to obey all orders 
—all reasonable orders—on board ship: 
I wish to contradict the statement of Mr. 
Laws that the Union has used methods of 
coercion. I do not know that we have used 
any methods of coercion; not so much 
coercion as the shipowners have used. Then 
there isanother charge ; that the officials 
of the Union have called out crews of 
steamers on the point of sailing unless the 
masters and officers would agree to become 
members of the Union. 


THAT I DENY. 


We have refused to allow our members to 
sign articles in some—well, in many—cases, 
unless the officers were members of the 
Union, but we never have called any men 
out ef any ships after signing articles 
because the officers were not members of 
their Union. Another chatge is that the 
officers of the Union have assaulted and 
robbed seamen of advance notes, and that 
the Union fees were being extorted 
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in this way. That we deny. We 
never assaulted any seaman, we never 
robbed any seaman of his advance note. 
Another statement made by Mr. Laws was 
that the officials of the Union stated to the 
men, ‘ You shall not be allowe 1 to sail on a 
ship where the commander and officers are 
free men, but you shall be the servants of 
our Union.” That is at Question 5,284. 
In Question 5,296 Mr. Laws charges the 
officials of the Union with robbery in the 
following werds:—‘* Yes, I say it was a 
robbery to prevent any sailor, whether 
foreigner or British, from getting employ- 
ment by taking his advance note from him 
for £2 5s.,and returning him 27s. I say 
it is worse than crimping.” That we deny. 
In answer to Question 5,297, Mr. Laws says, 
«J say he was deliberately robbed by the 
Seamen’s Union delegate.” That we deny. 
I can state that in my official capacity as 
general secretary of the Union. The secre- 
taries make a report to our head office every 
week, and if any man was robbed of his 
note he would, of course, report the matter 
to the head office of the Union; and no 
such reports have ever come to our hands ; 
and I do not believe this case would have 
ever been mentioned except at the instiga- 
tion of the boarding-master who was 
trying to float a rival Union to our own. 
That is the whole explanation. It was a 
matter of spite on the part of the boarding- 
master to trump up a case against the 
Union if he could. 

Further examined, witness said that the 
Shipping Federation by insisting upon the 
issue of their own ticket, which had a 
preference clause, had entered into conflict 
with the Union represented by witness. 
Those conflicts had occurred in London, 
Liverpool, Shields, Newcastle, Aberdeen, 
Leith, Hull, Glasgow, Hartlepool, Middles- 
brough, Cardiff, Newport, and Swansea. 
Even at the present time men were being 
discharged because they would not take the 
Federation ticket. At the present time his 
Union allowed their members to take the 
Federation ticket, because the preference 
clau-e had been struck out, and the charge of 
1s. formerly made for it had been abolished. 
Witness, in criticising the policy of the 
Shipping Federation, said that during the 
Cardiff strike men were taken there and 
shipped who had never been on board before 
in their lives. Many men were made drunk, 
and then sent off by train to Cardiff from 
all parts. For their own security seamen 
objected to work with 


INCOMPETENT PERSONS, 


and that was the reason why the Union men 
refused to work with non-Unionists 
Membership of the Union was a proof of 
efficiency, and that was why the men 
preferred it. The Federation ticket was a 
sham, and was in no way a guarantee that 
the men having it was fit to work on board 
ship. Witness then explained various altera- 
tions which the Union suggested should be 
made in the existing law. Among other 
things, he contended that when a man fell 
ill while abroad with his vessel, and from 
no fault of his own, his hospital expenses 
should be paid by the shipowner, and that 
his wages should recommence from the 
time he was put on board ship and continue 
until he arrived in the United Kingdom: 
He expressed dissatisfaction with the con- 
stitution of Local Marine Boards, and said 
they should be made more representative 
of the men. He also said that not only 
sailors and firemen, but cooks and stewards 
paould have certificates of competency. 








Mr. Wilson said the present scale had 
been in operation for forty years. It was 
an insufficient scale, although it was 
approved by the Board of Trade, and it 
was doubtful if a Beard of Trade inspector 
had investigated the provisioning of a cargo 
steamer for many years. Moreover, the 
scales and weights used to weigh out pro- 
visions were on many ships not inspected 
for twenty years on end. The law em- 
powered Local Marine Boards to appoint 
inspectors to survey the provisions, but 
only in the case of passenger vessels was 
such inspection carried out. 


BEFORE THE UNION 


was formed, added Mr. Wilson, I am pre- 
pared to say that if the shipowners were 
to draft a scale of any kind, even half the 
amount given by the Board of Trade scale, 
they would have been able to get men to sign 
that scale without any doubt. Since the 
Union has been a power our men have been 
better protected, and in a better position 
to say, ‘‘We are not going to sign that 
scale ; it is not satisfactory.” 

On Wednesday Mr. Wilson was-examined 
by Sir Michael Hicks-Beach on the 


PROVISION SCALE. 


Sir Michael Hicks-Beach : The law pro- 
vides that a scale—never mind what scale— 
but a scale shall be laid down in the agree- 
ment, and in the agreement there is a form 
which is to be filled up, showing what that 


‘scale should be ?—That is so, but very few 


seamen are aware of it.—Does not the law 
also provide that the superintendent of 
the mercantile marine office should ascer- 
tain that the seamen understands the 
agreement with the owner before he signs 
it ?—The law does provide that, but I may 
point out that I am prepared to say that 
out of every 100 seamen who sign articles 
in a mercantile marine office you would not 
find 70 out of the 100 who could tell you 
exactly what had been contained in the 
articles of agreement, because when it 
comes to the scale of provisions the 
shipping masters, or the clerks in the office 
who read out this sca'e, read it out so 
rapidly that the men do not exactly know 
what is contained in the scale. 
The next topic was 


ALLOTMENT NOTES. 


Sir M. Hicks-Beach : Are you aware that 
the section of the Merchant Shipping Act of 
1854, which I have already quoted, provides 
that the agreement between the employer 
and employed shall be so framed as to udmit 
of stipulations to be adopted at the will of 
both, in each case as to the allotment of 
wages, and the 168th Section requires that 
all allotment notes shall be in form ganc- 
tioned by the Board of Trade?—I am 
aware that the law is so, but I am also 
aware of the fact that seamen do not know 
of this section of the Act, but understanding 
that by law the captain is compelled to give 
an allotment note, the majority of seamen, 
before signing articles, ask for allotment 
notes, with the result that the captain says: 
“If you want.an allotment note, I won't 
take you; we are not going to give an 
allotment note. Therefore, if you cannot 
go without an allotment note I shail not 
have you at all.” Of course I am speaking 
now of what is not the general practice, but 
that is very often done with men signing on 
board ship. There were two forms of 
allotment note, one applying to cases of 
which the seaman desires to make the 
allotment in favour of his wife, father, 





mother, grandfather, grandmother, child, 
grandchild, brother or sister, or in favour 
of a savings bank ; and the other applying 
for an allotment in favour of any other per- 
son. My objection to the 


PRESENT SYSTEM 


in this: A man gets an allotment note. It 
is not payable until one month after the 
ship sails. Now this man has to provide 
himself with clothes, because you cannot go 
to sea like you go to church, You must 
have an outfit. The man must take this 
note to some person and say “ Will you 
advance £2 on the note? Iwill give you 
5s. to the £ for cashing this note.” The 
person cashing the note gets 5s. on each 
£—that is, for a £2 note the man would get 
80s. He has to provide himself with an 
outfit, and the wife has to go two months 
from the time the man sails until she gets 
a payment on the note, because the person 
who has cashed the note gets the first 
payment. Now what we advocate is this: 
lf the man had a weekly allotments note 
at the end of the first week when the man 
had earned £1 his wife could draw 16s. of 
that, leaving only 4s. in the hands of the 
men, and it would be much better for the 
seamen, and it would be much better for 
their wives, because it is a very serious 
matter indeed to them that a woman, with 
five or six children, has to be unprovided 
with money for two months, and the pro- 
bability is that the husband may have been 
out of work six weeks before he got the 
ship. 
Do you want power for a man to give an 
allotment note to obtain his own necessaries, 
and to give a further allotment note to his 
wife beyond the extent to which he can 
now give it?—That is the point. We say 
that if the payments were made more 
regularly, more often, the seamen would 
not lose so much money as they do at the 
present time. I have known as much as 


TEN SHILLINGS TO THE £ 


being charged for cashing a note, which, of 
course, reduces the amount of the seaman's 
earnings to about £2 10s. per month. 

Could not a man allot 10s. per week 
now ?—Not at the present time; he can 
only allot the half of his wages, that is 
to say, if the wages are £4 15s., then 
£2 7s. 6d. would be allotted to his wife at 
the end of the month. A case came under 
my notice last week, when a seaman who 
had been seven months on board a ship 
and his wife’s mother had died, and the 
wife had no money wherewith to bury the 
mother, and she applied to the shipowners 
in London for so much of the wages which 
were due to the man. They told the owner 
the circumstances of the case, and the 
owners told the woman to go to the parish 
authorities to get them to bury the woman’s 
mother, although there was probably due 
to that man £16 or £20. 

Is the pith of your objection this—that 
you wish to prevent the owner from retain- 
ing as much of the seamen’s wages as he 
does at the present time?—That is so. 
We say that they have no right to make 
capital out of the workman’s capital; that 
the man should be able to have his money 
deposited in a bank, or in a society, or any- 
where he likes, and that it;should not be left 
to accumulate, as it very often does, for 12 
months in the hands of the employer, for 
which no interest is paid. 

Sir Michael entered into an examination 
of the membership and finances of the 
Sailors’ and Firemen's Society, and got the 
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admission that the Union had considerably 
fewer members now than it had last year. 
Why was this?—The result of libellous 
statements which had been circulated with 
reference to the Union, no doubt. If the 
Union was not so strong financially at 
present as it had been, it had to be remem- 
bered that the Cardiff strikes and other 
disputes implied a large expenditure.—The 
President of the Board of Trade having 
closed his examination, the chairman of the 
White Star Line, 


MR. ISMAY 


proceeded to examine Mr. Wilson. Mr. 
Wilson alleged that his imprisonment in 
connection with the Cardiff strike was 
brought about by the Shipping Federation. 
He had evidence upon this which he would 
bring forward at the proper time and in a 
court of law. Concerning the relations as 
between masters and men in the shipping 
trade, Mr. Wilson defended Unionism and 
the amalgamation of Unions on the ground 
that it tended to prevent strikes. Ship- 
owners would not so readily rush into a 
dispute if they knew that they would have 
to face a powerful organisation on the 
part of the men. All this meant the 
establishment of more stable relations 
between masters and men.—‘‘ You told us 
yesterday,” remarked Mr. Ismay, “that 
on one occasion you invited some of the 
northern shipowners to meet you in con- 
ference, and that only one attended” ?— 
“Tt was so,” replied Mr. Wilson.—‘ Did 
the shipowners not attend,’ continued 
Mr. Ismay, “because they regarded you 
as being an 


AGGRESSIVE UNIONIST?” 


—‘“ That could hardly be,” quoth Mr. Wil- 
son, “because I was then more or less 
unknown, and quite a good and mild young 
man.’”’—“TI see,’’ commented Mr. Ismay. 
“ Do you think the shipowners would accept 
an invitation to a conference now?”—‘I 
do,” said Mr. Wilson, laconically—“ For a 
different reason ?” put in Mr. Ismay.— For 
a different reason,” agreed Mr. Wilson, with 
a laugh.—Here Mr. Ismay brought forward 
such matters as the treatment on board 
ships of men who were ill, the manning and 
Niger scales of ships, and so on. 

. Wilson admitted that on the liners and 
the better class of ships such men were, in 
all probability, well treated ; but if a man 
got unable to work on a “tramp steamer, 
there was an intense desire to get shut of 
him at once.” Mr. Wilson's fight, and the 
fight of his Union, was with the Shipping 
Federation and the 


UNSCRUPULOUS OWNERS 


rather than with the mass of shipowners, 
who, we believed, were opposed to the 
policy of the Federation, No doubt Mr. 
Ismay thought it rather an awkward ques- 
tion to Mr. Wilson when he asked, “ Why 
are foreigners so anxious to serve in English 
ships if they are badly provisioned, and if 
the men are badly treated?” “The 
reason,” Mr. Wilson declared, “is that the 
wages are better.’— When the Commission 
resumed after luncheon, Mr. Wilson, in 
reply to questions by 


MR, BOLTON, 


contended that his Union had not been 
Coercive of shipowners or aggressive 
towards them. On the other hand, the 
Shipping Federation had undoubtedly 
adopted underhand methods towards the 


Union. In order to support bis case for 
coercion against the Union, Mr. Bolton 
asked what action it had taken towards 
Unionists who, having signed, afterwards 
refused to sail with non-Unionists. To 
this Mr. Wilson stated that men had been 
censured for declining to sail after signing 
papers; when a man had signed he was 
bound to fulfil his contract. A long discus- 
sion took place between Mr. Bolton and 
Mr. Wilson in regard to the “ Federation 
ticket.” Mr. Wilson asserted that beyond 
all question the Federation directed that 
men should not be employed unless they 
had a ticket. From this point Mr. Bolton 
went to another. Had the shipowners not 
as much right to combine as the seamen 
had? Mr. Wilson did not question it; 
indeed he was glad that the shipowners 
should organise. Where he did object to 
organisation among the shipowners was 
where they stepped 


BEYOND THEIR PROVINCE 


and interfered with labour—in other words, 
organised what they called ‘free labour.” 
To Mr. Tait the witness remarked that 
the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union proposed 
to establish homes for seamen in the 
principal ports of this country. In this 
endeavour the Union was not getting 
the support of the shipowners, but 
their opposition, notwithstanding that the 
principal object in forming the homes 
was to fight the crimping system ‘How 
much,” asked Mr. Tait, “do you estimate 
that your Union has spent since its estab- 
lishment in connection with strikes?” 
“ Approximately £50,000,” was the reply. 
“And as a result,’ Mr. Tait went on, 
“what amount of increased wages has been 
earned for seamen and firemen ?” 


“ THREE MILLIONS 


sterling,” said Mr. Wilson. But for all 
this good result the Union was opposed to 
strikes, and would do anything to avoid 
them. How was Mr. Wilson to obviate 
strikes? Firstly, by having masters and 
men well organised. Professor Marshall 
had several questions, as also had Mr. 
Mundella. They both talked over with Mr. 
Wilson a contention by him to this effect— 
that since the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
had been established, loss of life at sea had 
been less serious. Nay, more, Mr. Wilson 
believed that if anything untoward was to 
overtake the Union the loss of life at sea 
would at once go up to the old proportions. 
Although Mr. Wilson's examination has now 
extended over two days, he has not con 

cluded, and will appear before the Commis 

sion again to-day. 





DEcK CARrGo.—At Hull Police Court, Nov. 23 
Captain Akerman, of the Swedish ship Framat, was 
summoned under the Merchant Shipping Act for 
arriving at Hull, from Rafso, with a deck cargo 
of wood gocds exceeding three feet in heizht, 
between Oct. 31 and April 16. Mr. Saxelbye 
appeared for the Board of Trade, and said 
the defendant’s vessel arrived in Hull on the 
lith inst.; with a deck cargo of wood four feet 
in height, Defendant said he thought. he would 
be able to perform the voyage in time to arrive 
in’ Hull before the specified time. His vessel 
was loaded by Oct. 16, but he could not get out 
before the 19th, and all the way across he had ex- 
perienced contrary winds and. stormy weather. 
Captain Cowie, principal cflicer of the Board of 
Trade, said that at this time of the year a ship's 
captain should allow at least three weeks or « 
month for the voyage from Rafso to Hull. His 
Worship having pointed out that the penalty was 
£5 for every 100 cubic feet in excess, said that 
there were mitigating circumstances in the case, 





and he would therefore impose a fine of 50s. and 
costs. 


SHIPS SPOKEN. 
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Abbie S. Hart, Iloilo to St. John (N.B.), Nov. 4, 
31 N, 72 Wer > 
Albyn, Cardiff to Cape Town, Nov. 9, 14 N, 27 W. 
Aeolus, British ship, Swansea to San Fruncisco, 
Oct, 16, 208,48 W. 
Assel, of Ayr, Liverpool to Wellington, Oct. 18, 
8 N, 34 W. 
Alvo, s, New York for Kingston, Ja,, Nov. 1], 
‘at. 21, long. 74 
Augustinus, ‘* British” barque, bound east, Nov. 12, 
lat. 30, long 79. 
Alvena, British steamer, New York for Port au 
Prince, Nov. 13, lat. 32, long 74. 
Bohrhyddan, British barque, San Francisco to 
Queenstown, Oct. 30, 6 N, 116 W. 
B. P. Cheney, Philadelphia to Hiogo, Nov. 9, lat. 31, 
long. 72. 
Bianca, from Calcutta, Oct. 2, 3 8, 89 E. 
Barc»re, of Liv 1, Nov, 18, 46.N, 7 W of Paris, 
all well, by the Jokai, s, at Rouen. 
ar Hartlepool to Rangoon, Nov. 13, 26 N, 
21 W. 
British Yeoman, Nov. 22, 20 miles SW of Ushant. 
Ben Cruachan, Oct. 28, 47 N, 12 W. 
Cadogan, Oct. 22, 48 S, 65 W. 
Carmel, Buenos Ayres to Hamburg, a'l well, 
Nov. 22, six miles off Beachy Head. 
Cardiganshire, s, bound south, Nov. 15, Berlengas 
Island, bearing S 3 E, distant 20 miles, 
Coriolanus, Oct. 13, 2 N, 26 W. 
Cromartyshire, ship, all well, Nov. 12, 13 N, 27 W. 
Dunottar Castle, s, London to Cape Town, Nov. 22, 
off Ushant. 
Eulalie, Gothenburg to Santos, Nov. 12, 23 N, 23 W. 
Exeter City, s, New York to Bristol, Nov. 6. 
Eliza, barque, of Liverpool, Nov. 8,1 N, 31 W. 
Fieetwood, barque, of Glasgow, steering soutl, 
Nov. 6, 5 N, 25 W. 
Fairmount, British barque, Bristol to New York, 
Nov. 4, lat, 52, long. 24. 
Fluorine, barque, Philadelphia to Pasages, Nov. 1!, 
80 miles W.S.W. of Sable Island. 
Forteviot, barque, for Melbourne (? Calcutta). 
Granite State, Hiogo to New York, Oct. 21,8 N, 
116 W. 
Gaa Paa, Oct. 29, 49 N, 10 W. 
Hermione, British ship, London to Auckland (N.Z.), 
Oct. 5, lat. 3 8, long. 30. 
Hartfield, of Liverpool, Sept. 11, 34 8, 23 E. 
John Lockett, Nov. 15, 42 N,11 W. 
Kingdom of Saxony, London to Mauritius, Oct. 4, 
14 8, 32 W. 
Kirkhbill, British barque, Nov, 10, 16 N, 26 W. 
Louiss, Aaroe, Pensacola to Dublin, Nov. 3, 26 N, 
WwW 


81 W. 

Lord Canning, British ship, San Francisco to 
Dunkirk, Sept. 11, 56 8, 64 W. 

Minatitlan, oT barque, steering south, Nov. 14, 
2 16 W. 

M. E. Watson, Liverpool to Melbourne, all well, 
Oct. 8, 7 N, 25 W. 

Norham Castle, s, London to Cape Town, Nov. 15, 
12 N; 17 W. 

Oneida, Oct. 2, 10 N, 27 W. 

Port Pirie, s, of London, steering east, Nov. 23, 
1 p.m., 20 miles north of the Casquets. 

Persian Empire, London to Melbourne, Nov. 9, 
14 N, 27 W. 

Port Adelaide, British barque, Oct. 17,75, 91 W. 

Parsee, British barque, Oct. 23, 9 N, 26 W. 

Port Adelaide, British ship. Liverpool to Portland 
(0.), Oct. 4, 9 N, 26 W. 

Rajore, ship, of Liverpool, for Calcutta, all well, 
Nov. 6, 6 N, 24 W. 

Slieve Bawn, Nov. 9, 15 N, 45 W. 

Stanmore, barque, Cardiff to Iquique, Nov. 12, 
13 N, 27 W, 

Slieve Bawn, Nov. 9, 15 N, 25 W. 

Thalatta, Liverpool to Melbourne, Nov. 10, 16 N, 
26 W 


The Frederick, of Fleetwood, Nov. 3, 13 N, 26 W, 
Trojan, s, Southampton to Cape Town, Nov. 15, 
N, 18 W. 
Thalatta, Nov. 16, 16 N, 26 W. 
Uplands. s, bound west, Nov. 13, 41 N, 66 W. 
Ulster, 3 Liverpool, bound east, Nov. 19, 49 N, 
31 W. 


EoyeRq]>_____—_——_— 


AT Bideford William Vine, barge-master, of 
Clovelly, sued Messrs, J. Baker & Son, of Bideford, 
for £5 10s. for wrongful dismissal. Defendant 
set up a counter-claim of £4 6s. 6d. fer an old 
debt. In the course of evidence it transpired that 
in accepting £9 odd for his last voyage, Vine had 
signed a memorandum that this was in satisfaction 
of all claims. His Honour dismissed the cleim and 
allowed the counter-claim, but as he considered the 
firm had taken advantage of Vine he refused to 
allow any costs. ; 
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SEAFARING MEN 


SHOULD JOIN WITHOUT DELAY, 
REDUCED ENTRANCE FEE, 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
Great Britain, Ireland & other Nations. 


Telegraphic Address: “ AGITATORS, LONDON.” 
PRESIDENT : 


SAMUEL PLIMSOLL, Esq. 


Among the chief objects of this powerful Union 
aro:— 

To obtain reasonable Hours of Duty, and main- 
tain a fair rate of wages; 

To provide for the safety of Ship’s Work ; 

To provide a good Class of Men, who shall be on 
board at the appointed time, and in a sober con- 
dition, ready for work ; 

To vide assistance in case of Illness, Accident, 
and Shipwreck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Claims and 
defences. 


Full particulars may be had of any of the Secre- 
taries, whose names and addresses are :— 

AarnHus.—A. Nielsen, Agent, Office, 21, Nérregade. 

ABERDEEN.—Jas. C. Thompson, 49, Marischal-st., 
sec.; J. 8. Watt, Esq., advocate, 7, King-st., 

law agent. Meet., in office—contributions, 7 
p.m. ; business, 8 p.m., Monday. 

AmBLE.—G. H. Guthrie, 1, New Bridge-street, via 
Acklington, sec.; John Mathews, Steamboat 
Inn, Amble Harbour, treasurer. 

AMSTERDAM —H. Wienwhuizen, Waterloo Plain, sec. 

ARBROATH.—J. Wood, 17, Ferry-street, Montrose. 

ARDROSSAN.—J. McMurray, Jun.,59, Glasgow-street. 

ARKLOW.—P. Bolger, Main-street. 

Ayr.—C. Nielson, 63, 8. Harbour-street. 

Banrr.—R. Barlow, Fife-street, agent. 

BaBROwW-IN-FURNESS.—E, Clayton, 21, Hindpool- 
rd. Meet., Monday, 7 p.m. 

Barry Docx.—J. Harrison, Kingsland-crescent, 
sec.; J. H. Jones, Esq., solicitor; Dr. Gore, 
medical officer, -rd., Cadoxton; HH. J. 
Morris, 7, Station- Barry Dock, delegate. 
Meet., Thursday, 7.30, p.m., at Barry Hotel. 

Be.rast.—P. Clibbett, 41, Queen-square, sec. ; 8. 
M. Shaw, assistant sec.; Jas. Newell, outside 
delegate. Meet., Thursday,7.30 p.m., at office. 

BrERGEN.—Johannesen, sec., Socialistiak, Arbeider, 
Forening. Meeting, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 

BIRKENHEAD.—D. J. Kenny, 12, Taylor-st., sec.; J. 
Kerr outside delegate; W. A. Tetlow, Esq., 
solicitor. Meeting, every Monday at 7.30. 

BiytTH.— George Cowie, 8, Stanley-st. Meet., Tues- 
day, 7 p.m., at Cocoa Rooms, Waterloo, Blyth. 

Bo’nuss.—Charles Campbell, Albert-buiidings, sec. 
Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m. 

Boston, —i:. Symonds, Castle Tavern, Church- 
street, agent. 

BREMERHAVEN.—F. Fintchens, Buergermeister 
 Sinit Strasse, secretary. 

BrisTou.—T. J. Dancey, 41, Prince-street, Queen’s- 
square, sec ; Dr. Walker, 115, New Cut, medical 
officer; Captain Langdon, €9, Queen-square 
treasurer; C. Jarman, delegate. Meet , Mon- 
day, 7.30, at Ship, Redcliff Hill. 

BucKIn.—John Calder, Baron’s-lane, agent. 

BuURGHEAD.—G. F., MacKenzie, merchant. 

BURNTISLAND.—J. Moodie, 12, Somerville-st., sec.; 
Alexander Mackintosh, Esq., 41, High-st., law 
agent. Meeting, Monday at 7 p.m. 

Carpirr.—John Gardner, district secretary for 
Bristol Ohannel, West Bute-street; F. 
Wilson, Branch secretary; George Denning 
and Edward Holbeck, delegates; Dr. De Vere 
Hunt, Westbourne-crescent, medical officer; 
J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-st., solicitor. Dr. 
Hunt attends at above Institute daily at noon. 

CoNSTANTINOPLE.—T. McKivitt, British Post Office. 

COPENHAGEN.—C. R. Czarnewsky,11, Havnegade, 
secretary; H. Olsen, outside delegate. Meet- 
ing, Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Corx.—T.H. Clark, 16, Anderson's Quay, sec. Meet- 
ings, Monday and Friday, 5.30p.m. A. Blake, 
Esq., Marlborough-st., solicitor. 

OCHRISTIANIA.— Olaf Olsen, branch sec., 2, Raahus- 
gaden. Meeting, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 

DaocHEDA.—R, Nugent, 15, Peter-street, agent. 
Meeting, Friday, 7.30. p.m. 

Dusiin.—M. Bolger, 60, Seville-place, sec. Meet- 
ing, FAiday, 7.30p.m. Gerald Byrne, Esq., 29, 
Lower Ormond Quay, solicitor. 

DunGarvan.—J. W. Shaw, Bridge-street, 

Dunpgs.—O. W. Millar, Mariners’ Hall, 48, Candle- 
lane, sec. ; Messrs. Cowan & Dunbar, 3, Reform- 
st., Dundee, solicitors, Meeting, Monday, 7.30. 








DUNDALK.—L. LEveers, Quay-street, secretary. 
Meeting, Tuesday and Thursday. 

FLEETWOOD.—J. Davidson, 8. & F. Union, corner 
of Dock and Albert-streets, sec.; F. Addie, 
Esq., solicitor. Meeting, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

FRASERBURGH.—A. Noble, 27, Firthside-st., agent. 

GARSTON (Sub-Branch).—W. Wilkinson, agent, 
8, St. Mary’s-road. 

GLAsGow.—Robt. McBride, secretary, 15, James 
Watt-street; R. A. Rennie, Esq., law agent, 
146, Regent-street; Messrs. Hillon,Baird, and 
Hill, outside delegates. Meeting first Tues- 
day every month, Lesser Hall Assembly Rooms, 
McLean-st., 8.8.,and second, third, and fourth 
Monday of every month in Good Templar Hall, 
20, Bishop-street, Anderston. Telephone 3184. 

GLAscow (South Office)—A Thomson, assistant 
secretary, 18, Plantation-street. Office hours, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and till 2 p.m. Saturdays. 

GLovucesTER.—A. E. Evans, 1, Raglan-terrace, 
Sudbrook, secretary. 

Goouz.—W. R. Chappell, 24, Booth Ferry-rd., Goole, 
sec. ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, 
Hull, solicitor. Meetings, Tues. and Fri., 7.80 

GOTHENBURG, — A. Bruce, secretary, No. 31, 
Stigbergsgatan. Meeting, Wednesday, 8 p.m., in 
Bergsgatan 24. 

GRANGEMOUTH.—Edwin Cowie, 6, South Charlotte- 
st., sec. (Saturdays, 9 a.m. to1 p.m.) Wm. M. 
Anderson, Esq., Grange-st., solicitor. Meeting, 
Monday, 7 p.m. 

GRAVESEND.—John Degnin, secretary, Plimsoll 
House, The Terrace, Gravesend. Meetings, 
Monday, 7°30 p.m., at same address, 

Grays.—Wm. Wall 18, Charles-street. Mee 
every Tuesday 7 p.m., at the Queen’s Hote 
High-street. Mr James Longman, president, 

GREAT GRIMSsBY.—Wm. Bennett, Unity House, 1, 
Kent-st., secretary ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., 
Bowlalley-lane, Hull, solicitor. Meetings, 
Monday and Friday, at 7 p.m. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Charles Swanbrow, 69, South 
Quay. Meeting at office Monday, 7.30 p.m. 

GREENOCK.—G. McNaught, 16, East India Breast. 

HAMBURG.—H. Gehr, Hafenstrasse 79, secretary ; 
O. Stoemer, outside delegate. 

Huuu.—T. Carr, Unity Hall, and Office, 11, Pos- 
terngate, secretary; A.Olark, and W. Brown, 
outside delegates ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., 
Bowlalley-lane, solicitor. Meeting nights, Tues- 
day and Friday, at 7.30, in Unity Hall. 

Huu “B” (Steam Trawl Engineers’ Branch), J. 
G. Runnacles, 65, West Dock-avenue. Meeting, 
Monday, 2.30 p.m. 

INVERNESS.— T. D. Rennie, 9, Ardconnell-terrace. 

Kine’s Lynn.—C. W. Arnold, St. Ann-st., sec. 
Meeting, Monday, 8 p.m., at Royal Standard, 
County Oourt-road. 

LEITH.—James Brown, 15, Commercial-street 
(opposite Shipping Office), sec.; W. J. Haig 
Scott, Esq., 8.8.0., solicitor; Gilbert Archer, 
Esq., J.P., treasurer, Meetings, Tuesday, 7.30 

.m., in Lifeboat Hall, Tolbooth Wynd, Leith. 
elephone 555. 

LIMERICK.—F, Reynolds, agent, 24, Windmill-st. 

LIveRPOOL.—H. R. Taunton, 8, Price-steet, sec.; 
George Garrett and W. H. Noble, outside dele- 
gates; W. Atcherley Tetlow, Esq., 8, West- 
minster-chambers, solicitor, Meeting, Monday, 
7.30 p.m., at 8, Price-st. Telephone 2296. 
Auditor,W. Dickson, Esq., A.C.A., 25, Victoria- 
street ; medical officer, A. Stookes, Hsq., M.B., 
1, St. George’s-square, 

LIVERPOOL.—T. Connorty, 133, Derby-rd., Bootle, 
sec.; W. A. Tetlow, Esq. solicitor. Tele- 
phone 2674. 

LivERPOOoL.—John William McGovern, sec., 12, 
Boundary-st., North End, close to. Shipping 
Office. Meeting, Wednesday, 7.30 p.m. 

LonDoNn (Rotherhithe and Deptford Branch).— 
J. Garvie, 31, Albion-street, Deptford, 
secretary Meetings, Monday and Thursday, 
7.30 p.m., at Chicester Tavern. 

Lonpon (Tower Hill).—J. Donovan, secretary, 17, 
King-st. (over Lockhart’s Cocoa Rooms). Meet- 
ing, Thursday, 8 p.m. Telephone, 11,)67. 


Lonpon (Green’s Home Branch).—A. Mercer, 5, 
Jeremiah-street, Kast India-road, E., secretary ; 
A. Palmer and P_ Power, delegates ; agent at 
Millwall, Chas. Wheeler; Dr. Hope, medical 
officer. Meeting, Tuesday, 8 p.m., School- 
room, Plimsoll-street, Poplar. Telephone 5213, 


LonDON (Tug-Boat Branch).—G. Donaldson, 10, 
Cold Harbour, Blackwall, secretary. 


LONDON (Tidal Basin).—F. Fowler, opposite Ship- 
ping Office, Tidal Basin, E., sec. Meeting, Friday 
evening, 8 o’clock. Dr. Moir, 168, Victoria Dock- 
road, medical officer. Telephone No. 5214. 


LowEstort.—J. Linder, assistant sec.,4,St.George’s- 
terrace, Lorne Park-road, South Lowestoft, 





LONDONDERRY.—A. O’Hea, secretary, Union Office, 
99, Foyle-st. Meeting, Wednesday, 7.30. p.m. 

MAtmo.—Axel Danielson, Nérregation No. 3b. 

MatTa.—F. W. Young, 35, Strada Miratore, 
Vittoriosa. 

Manryport.—F. F. Gant, Elliott-yard, Senhouse- 
street, secretary. Meeting Monday, 7 p.m. 

METHIL.—Wnm. Walker, Commercial-street. 

MIDDLESBRO’.—George Cathey, Robinson’s Market 
Hotel, ket-place, sec.; Dr. Ellerton, 38, Gos- 
ford-st., medical officer; J. J. Bentham, Esq., 
68, John-st., Sunderland, solicitor; W. Gilchrist, 
8, Hopper’s-yard, Oommercial-st, delegate. 
Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m., at Market Hotel; 
committee, Thursday, at 7 p.m. Telephone,5127, 

MontTrosz. — John Wood, 17, Ferry-street 
Meeting, Monday evening, 7.30, at office. 

Naren.—A. M. Bochel, 14, Society-street. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—T Dunn, 5, Broad Chare, 
Quay-side; H. W. Newton, Hsq., 2, Elliason- 
place, medical officer; R. Jacks, Esq., King- 
street, South Shields, solicitor; Meetings, 
Mondays and Fridays, in office, 7 p.m. 

NEWPORT (Mon.).—F. Gilman, 31, Ruperra-st., sec.; 
Dr. Pratt, Ruperra-st., medical officer; Digby 
Powell, Esq., Dock-st., solicitor; Mr. G. Camp- 
bell, outside delegate. Meeting, Thursday, 7.30 
p.m., Tradesmen’s Hall, Hill-st. 

Nrewry.—James J. Conaghy, agent, 6, Edward- 
street. Meeting, Wednesday, 2 p.m., at 
N. U. of D. L. Hall, 45, Castle-street, 

PENARTH.—G. Tucker, 32, Dock-road. 

PETHRHEAD.—Edward Buchan, 11, Port Henry- 
road, sec. Subscriptions every evening 6 to 
9 pm. Monthly meeting, U. P. Hall, first 
Thursday of month. Harbour Office, 16, Har- 
bour-street. Secretary there Tuesday, Thurs- 
day, and Saturday, 2 to 4 pm, other times at 
Town Office. 

PiymMouTH.—F. Anderson, Trades Union Hall, 
Notte-st.,sec. F. Cecil Lane, Esq., 1, George- 
st., Plymouth, solicitor. Meeting, Tuesday, 7 
p.m., at office. 

Port GLAsGow.—G. McNaught, 16, East India 
Breast, sec. 

Portsoy.—J. Barlow, c/o Mr. Bannyman, School, 
Hendry-street, agent. 

PoRTSMOUTH.—John Farquharson, secretary, 52, 
King-street, Portsea. 

RoOTTERDAM.—Geo. Dale, secretary, 2, Wester Kade, 
near Sailors’ Home and Shipping Office, 


SzaHAM HaRBOUR.—Richard Raine, Duke of Wel- 
lington Hotel, Railway-street, South. 

SHARPNEsS.—See Gloucester. 

SHETLAND.—W. Spence, 23, Burgh-road, Lerwick, 
sec.; John EK, Slater, Dales, Tronda, agent for 
West Side. 

SHIELDS (South).—D. Clement, Seamen’s Union 
Hall, Coronation-st., sec; J. Logan, assistant 
sec. ; Dr. Robson, medical officer, 1, Regent-st.; 
R. Jacks, Esq., 72, King-st., solcitor. Meetings, 
Monday and Friday, at7 p.m. Sub-Branch— 
J. Longin, river secretary ; E. Blandford, night 
watchman at waiting rooms, Redhead’s-build- 
ings, eggs aw Town, near Tyne Docks 
entrance. Office hours, 9 till 4. 

SHIELDS (North).—Wm. Brown, 8, New Quay, 
secretary; Dr. Robson, medical officer; R. Jacks, 
Esq., solicitor. Meeting, Monday, 6.30 p.m. 

SouTHAMPTON.—T. Chivers, Old Skating Rink, Bell- 
st.,secretary; Lieut. Tankerville Chamberlayne, 
R.N.R., Weston-grove, president. Meeting, 
Tuesday evening, 8 p.m. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—E, Page, 10, Thistle Green, 
sec, Meetings, Monday and Friday, at 7.:0 
p.m., in Palatine Hotel, 

StTopnoway.—J. Macaskill, secretary, 11, Point- 
street. Meeting first Tuesday in the month, 
in the office, at 8 p.m. 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, sec., Prospect-row, 
near Shipping Office. J. Henderson, outside 
delegate. eeting, Monday, 7 p.m. Dr. 
Wood, 32, Frederick-street, and Dr. Burns 
Holy-terrace, medical officers; J.J. Bentham 
Esq., 68, John-street, solicitor. Telephone, 443. 

SwanseEA.—S. Stocker, Colosseum Hotel, Wind-st. 

WALLSEND.—Septimus Johnson, 17, Third-street. 
Palmer’s Buildings. 

WATERFORD.—J. Sullivan, 84, Quay. 

Waist HARTLEPOOL.—J. Leahy, Russell’s Buildings: 
Meeting; Friday, at 7 p.m., at office, 

Wexrorp.—P. O. Dwyer, Main-street. 

Wick and THurso.—Henry Lyall, Saltowx-street. 

WickLow.—Thomas Gregory, Main-street. 

WHITBY.—Paul Stamp, agent, Fleece Inn. 

WHITSTABLE.— Harbour-street, secre- 
tary ; J. Tookey, Faversham, agent. 

WHITEHAVEN. 

WoRKINGTON. } F. F. Gant, Maryport. 

YouGcHAL.—J,. Collins, Browne-street, 
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AN EW DEPARTURE!! 
ARTISTIC HAND-PAINTED 


BANNERS 


EMBLEMS. OF MEMBERSHIP 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


Illustrated Circular and Testimonials 
sent free on Application. 


BLADES, EAST & BLADES, 


UNIONIST MANUFACTUBERS TO THE” 


ASSOCIATED SHIPWRIGHTS, 
UNITED MACHINISTS, 


ETC., ETC., 


23, ABCHURCH LANE, E.C. 


MASTERS & Co. 


THE 


CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
NEWPORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 

Masters & Co., who believe in fair dealing, one fixed 

peice, and no abatement; also, being the largest 

myers of Clothing in the Principality, can sell 
cheaper than smaller buyers. 


MASTERS & CQO,, 


29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS & CO,., 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


MASTERS & CQ,, 


39 & 40, HIGH STREET. NEWPORT. 





ASSOCIATED 


SHIPWRIGHTS’ SOCIETY. 


NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 


Members of the above Society are 
recommended to buy and _ read 
SEAFARING. Members are re- 
quested to give their orders to the 
representative appointed by their 
Branch as agent, and the agent must 
forward the number they require not 
later than Tuesday in each week, to 
our Registered Office, 3, St. Nicholas 
Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
ALEX. WILKIE, Gen. Sec. 


“SEAFARING” 
AMERICA. 


Agents wanted to sell ** SEAFARING” 
in the United States of America at 
24 Cents perCopy. Apply to “SEA- 
FARING,’ 150, Minories, London, E. 


TO SEAMEN’S FRIENDS, 


Letters for men in vessels expected 
to call at Malta can be addressed to 
the care of Mr. F. W. Young, Secre- 
tary Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, 
35, Sirada Mizatore Vittoriosa, Malta, 
who will deliver them aboard if the 
name of the ship be stated on the 
address. 











7HE BEST HOUSE FOR 


SAILORS’ & FIREMEN S BOOTS & SHOES 


S. VINICOMBE'S, 
11& 23, VICTORIA DOOK RD, E. 
ESTABLISHED 1867, 





National Amalgamated Sailors’ & Firemen’s Union. 


W. E. WARD’S 
COMFORTABLE BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR 


RESPECTABLE SEAMEN, 
21, TIDAL BASIN RD., VICTORIA DOCK, 
LONDON. 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
NOTICES. 


BRANCH NOTICES 


Which are intended for insertion in SEAFARING 

must be paid for at the rate of 2s. 6d. each, the 

money (payable to A. Cowie) to accompany the 

advertisements. When such advertisements are 

not accompanied by that remittance, they will be 

charged to the Branch sending them at the rate of 
5s. each per week. 


NOTICE TO BRANCH SECRETARIES, 


If G. M. Newton, a member of the Tower Hill 
Branch, will communicate with me he will hear of 
something to his advantage—EDWIN CowI4, Sec. 
Grangemouth Branch. 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL, 


Portsmouth Branch is removed to 52, King-street, 
Portsea.— JOHN FARQUHARSON, Secretary. 








== 














(For continuation of Notices see page 15.) 
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TESTIMONIALS TO 
“SEAFARING.” 


As Lord Derby and Lord Hartington 
belong to the class of persons who get 
their living without work, it is natural 
that they should detest a paper like Sra- 
FARING; therefore, we are not surprised to 
hear that such persons should have attacked 
this paper at the Labour Commission on 
Thursday last, and suggested that Union 
seamen should not support Srararine. 
Neither Lord Derby nor Lord Hartington 
have ever done anything for the seamen 
that the seamen should heed their advice, 
and the circumstance that such advice 
came from such a quarter is a very 
great compliment indeed to Sxaranine, 
proving, as such advice does, that 
the paper is a thorn in the flesh of the 
wealthy idle class to which these Lords 
belong. Mr. George Livesey, too, had a 
shy at Szararinc. He quoted a letter to 
SxaFarIne suggesting a theory as a possible 
explanation of a murder in Liverpool, just 
as if the paper itself had propounded that 
theory. Either Mr. Livesey is a very igno- 
rant man or he must be aware of the well- 
known fact that the editor of a paper does 
not necessarily endorse the opinion of 





correspondents whose letters he inserts. 


It would be very easy to score off any paper 

if enemies were allowed to quote, as-the 

opinion of the paper itself, anything it 
might choose to select from its corres- 

pondence. The fact that Mr. Livesey can- 
only attack Szaranie in such an unfair way 

shows that he is hard pressed to find some- 

thing to say against us. But he may rest 

assured that the more obnoxious Szararma 

makes itself to him and Lords Derby and 

Hartington, the better Szararrye is doing 

its work in fighting for the toilers, there- 

fore attacks from such quarters are valuable 

testimonials to the worth of our efforts. 

The attempts made at the Labour Com- 

mission to make Mr. J. H. Wilson appear 
responsible for the contents of Szararme 
savoured of both malice and meanness. 
The Commissioners must know very well 
that it is the editor who is responsible 
for the paper, and we challenge them to call 
the editor and attack him face to face. From 
the very outset we stated that the Commis- 
sion was a farce, and any confidence people 
might have been disposed to place in it 
should be destroyed by such mean, malicious 
and cowardly conduct to this paper as some 
of its members have been guilty of. 


REVELATIONS. 


The evidence of Mr. J. H. Wilson, 
general secretary of the Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union, before the Labour Com- 
mission, is important in many ways. It 
reminds seamen that he has no small 
knowledge of their needs. It calls public 
attention to many matters affecting seamen 
which the public requires to be enlightened 
upon, and seamen themselves will find much 
in it worth knowing. Not the least important 
part of Mr. Wilson’s evidence is his account of 
the proceedings of Messrs. Scrutton, Abbott, 
Hornsby, Botterill and Roche, ete. Mr. 
Wilson told how he prosecuted Hornsby for 
libel, and what was the result, also that he 
prosecuted Abbott for libel, and that Abbott 
got imprisoned. From Mr. Wilson’s 
evidence it appears that Mr. Scrutton and 
Mr. Roche, of the firm of Boiterill & 
Roche, solicitors, the Shipping Federa- 
tion paid for Abbott’s defence on that 
occasion. It would be interesting to hear 
what Messrs. Scrutton and Roche have to say 
in reply. When Abbott was prosecuted for 
libelling Mr. Wilson, Abbott was at the 
same time prosecuted for libelling Mr. 
Cowie, the editor and proprietor of 
Szaraninc. To the charge of libelling Mr. 
Cowie, Abbott pleaded guilty, while in Mr. 
Wilson's case he was found guilty. Mr. 
Scrutton, we fancy, is a burning and a 
shining light in one of the religious de- 
nominations. Mr. Scrutton, at any rate, 
we know to be a prominent shipowner, 
and we should like to ask whether he con- 
siders it consistent with either or both of 
those positions to supply money for such 
purposes ? The charges against him will be 
found in our account of Mr. Wilson's 
evidence. Here, for the present, we 
will deal only with the Abbott libel 
case, and ask Mr. Scerutton whether 
common decency does not demand at 
least some apology from him to both the 
general secretary of the Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union and to the editor of Sxa- 
FARING, for supplying money to defend a 
man who, when brought to trial for circu- 
lating what the Judge termed most 
atrocious libels, could not establish the 





charges. 
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ASSOCIATED 
SHIPWRIGHTS SOCIETY. 


Facts, facts, facts! are what Szararmne 
needs for the shipwrights. If seamen, 
whose chances of education are much less, 
can write so much to Szararma, surely the 
shipwrights can write their own troubles 


Until the shipwrights do co-operate with 
us in this way the paper will not be as use- 
ful to their Society as it has been to the 
Seamen’s Union, and this fact should be 
borne in mind. 


The alliance between the Shipwrights’ 
Society and Szaranine is only in its infancy, 
and there has not yet been time to com- 
plete the necessary arrangements for put- 
ting it into smooth working order. 
When these are completed the paper will 
be more useful and interesting to the ship- 
wrights. 





In the meantime Mr. Wilkie and his staff 
at the head office have been kept very busy, 
and we are glad to hear from the Dart- 
mouth Branch that Szararrne is considered 
there “‘a very nice paper.” 





The Associated Shipwrights’ Society con- 
tinues to make excellent progress, and, 
having a membership of 10,000 men, whose 
numbers are daily increasing, it is on the 
high road to success. Like all other Trade 
Unions it has long felt the want of a news- 
paper to keep its mem»ers in touch with 
each other, and inform them as to the 
doings of their Society. The quarterly 
report of the Society is all that could be 
desired, and says much for the general 
secretary and others who prepare it, though 
they have to complain of delay on the part 
of some secretaries in sending in the neces- 
sary returns to make the report up. 





But a report, however excellent, is not 
@ newspaper, and, as already indicated, the 
Society has long felt the want of one, its 

rogress being delayed in consequence. 

e benefits of this Society are so numerous 
that all the shipwrights in the country, or 
all save a small minority, would probably 
join, but as no paper has existed to point 
these out, a number of shipwrights do not 
belong to the Society. 


—_— ee 


Moreover the public are not aware of the 
danger to life involved in joiners without 
any acquaintance with a ship being allowed 
to go to sea as ship’s carpenters, and thus 
defraud real carpenters of berths they are 
trained to fill. 





Then, again, shipwrights have often been 
very badly dealt with by their employers, 
whose misdeeds have not been made 
public—as the capitalist press is acting 
on the employers’ side. 


It is pleasing to note that the Chat- 
ham Braneh is in a very flourishing 
condition. The Chatham Branch having 
been empowered by the Executive to offer 
the local Society terms by which it 
may become assimilated with the Asso- 





ciated Shipwrights’ Society, and so become 
united with their fellow-craftsmen all 
over the country, and outside the 
Government yards the result is that 
the members of the Chatham Branch 
have increased from 69 to 128, which says a 
great deal for the good sense of the mem- 
bers of the local Society, as a national body 
like the Associated Shipwrights, with 
Branches in all ports, must be stronger 
than any local Society, however good, can 
hope to be. 





The Chatham Branch is hoping for still 
better things. An order has come to 
establish 40 shipwrights at the Government 
yard with 8 to 12 years’ service. There is 
to be an entry of shipwrights in a few days, 
and shipwrights wanting work should apply 
to the Chief Constructor H.M. Dockyard, 
Chatham. 


The Admiralty, seeing that the dockyard 
employés are determined to organise and 
place themselves on a level in the matter of 
wages and comfort with men outside 
Government employ, have adopted the 
dedge of putting a number of men on the 
establishment. This dodge is resorted to in 
order to thwart the men and prevent them 
from organising by making them regular 
Government workmen. 


Many shipwrights seem to think that it 
would be a good thing to do away with the 
system of having men on the establishment. 
But the Government are not likely to agree 
readily to such a change, as the present 
system ensures a more regular supply of 
labour. 





Messrs. W. H. Potter & Son, Liverpool, 
have secured the contracts for three large 
sailing-ships. 

Hartlepools and Tees yards seem well off 
for work, and on the Wear builders, having 
booked a number of orders, expect to be 
busy soon. 


Messrs. W. B. Thompson & Co. are to 
build another sailing-ship similar to the 
Juteoplis, recently launched from the same 
yard. 





At Howden-on-Tyne there seems to be a 
fair prospect of work. Palmer’s Ship- 
building Company having re-opened their 
yard there with several orders, including a 
sailing ship, three’or four cargo steamers, 
and other vessels. 


Messrs. Scott, of Kirkcaldy, have got the 
contract for building a large and powerful 
steamer for the Isle of Man excursion 
trade. 





Both the carpenters and joiners em- 
ployed at the Blyth Shipbuilding Com- 
panys yard have, it seems, returned to 
work, and we are glad to hear that it is 
hoped that the dispute between them will 
shortly be settled. 





One of the longest records at full speed 
has just been accomplished by the 7ekoa, 6, 


belonging to the New Zealand Shipping’ 


Company. On her second outward voyage 
she ran from Teneriffe to Auckland without 





stopping or easing down once, the distance 
being 12,059 nautical miles, although there 
was a lot of bad weather and head winds. 
But for calling at Teneriffe the Zekoa 
would have made the whvle distance from 
London to Auckland, 13,772 miles, without 
once stopping or easing down. 

In this month’s report of the Boiler 
Makers’ and Jron Shipbuilders’ Society is 
the folowing :— 

Lads called apprentices must not start on journey- 
men’s disputed jobs. Our shop stewards must 
inform them of this. 

We find some foremen who, if they cannot get 
the journeymen to do the work at the reduced 
rates they want them, they at once deprive the 
member of his job by putting the so-called appren- 
tices to do the work. This cannot be allowed. 

We beg to cail the attention of every one of our 
members to the fact that they are allowing the 
trade to be overrun with these so-called apprentices, 
especially the shipyard platers. When are you 
going to take notice of the warnings we are con- 
stantly giving ? 

The whaleback is not such a novelty.as 
many think. The late Oaptain Benson, of 
the Harlan & Hollingsworth Company, 


designed a whaleback ocean steamer fifteen 
years ago. 





A New Zealand correspondent, under 
date of Oct. 5, writes :—‘* During the voyage 
of the ship Zaranaki from London to 
Dunedin, Mr. Dry, the second officer, and 
Mr. William Matthew, the carpenter, fell 
from aloft during a heavy gale at ‘sea. 
Ropes and buoys were at once thrown to the 
men, and Mr. Dry caught one of the ropes, 
and was hauled on board, haying only 
received slight bruises. The unfortunate 
carpenter, however, appeared to be in- 


sensible, having, it is supposed, struck the 


ship's side, and sank under the ship's stern. 
Mr. Matthew, who was a native of Peter- 
head, was a married man, and leaves a 
widow and four children, who will feel his 
loss all the more if he was not a member 
of the Associated Shipwrights’ Society. 


—_——_— 


fixsty English workmen employed in ship- 
building yards on the river Nervion, near 
Bilbao, have gone out on strike. 


A. P. McDowell, of Philadelphia, has gone 
to San Francisco to negotiate with the 
Union Iron Works for establishing a large 
shipbuilding plant at Marcus Hook, Penn. 

The Secretary of the U.S. Navy favours 
building, besides a few large battle ships, a 
numerous fleet of small cruisers for police 
i ame to cost not much over 300,000 dols. 
each. 


Messrs. J. L. Thompson & Sons, of 
Sunderland, have received an order for a 
large vessel for the Austrian Government, 
to be delivered in August next, while an 
order for a similar vessel has been secured 
by Messrs. Denny & Co., Dumbarton. 





AWARDS FOR Savina Liry,—The Board o 
Trade have awarded their siiver medai for human- 
ity in saving life at sea to Mr. Thomas Seed, 
master of the steamer Bicherstaffe, of fi leetwood, 
in recognition of his services in rescuing the ship- 
wrecked crew of. the Norwegian schooner Gejion, 
which was wrecked on Spencer’s Bank, Southport, 
on Aug. 26,1891. The Board of Trade have also 
awarded their silver medal for gallantry to George 
Lofthouse, coxswain ; and their bronze medal, ard 
a sum of money each to George Orford, Hugh 
Owen, Richard Jones, John Salthouse, and Henry 
Sheridon, seamen, who manned the Bick»rstaffc's 
boat, and took the shipwrecked crew off the bunk 
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SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S 


UNION, 


(¥rom Special Correspondents.) 


LONDON DISTRICT: 


It is cheering to again report a continuing 
return of “old familiar faces.” Like the prodigal 
of old, they have been welcomed back to the 
fold. 

The Green’s Home Branch have sent a letter to 
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, President of the Board of 
Trade, thanking him for his straightforward answer 
to the deputation of shipowners who waited upon 
him ve crimping. 

The committee of management of the late 
excursion to Yarmouth met last week, Their 
balance-sheet is expected to be out shortly. 

Mr. Wilson’s lecture at Poplar on Thursday, Nov. 
19, was a big success. ‘The large hall in Augusta- 
street was packed with seamen, their wives, and 
little ones, and a large number of friends from 
kindred societies, including Messrs. P. Mahoney 
(Coal Porters), R. Fenwick and Ralph (Boiler 
Scalers and Stoke-hole Labourer<), Fitzgerald 
(Dockers), Gearing (Stevedores), and Ounningham 
(Non-Freemen). Sailors on the sea was truthfully 
illustrated by dissolving limelight views. Mr. 
Mercer, on behalf of the seamen’s wives and little 
ones, moved votes of thanks to Mr. Wilson, the 
pianist, and the chairman, Mr. Mahoney, for the 
evening’s entertainment. 

Mr. Mahoney (secretary of the Coal Porters), in 
taking the chair at the above meeting, mentioned 
that the Coal Porters, as one of the Federated 
Trades, were going to see that the seamen main- 
tained their Union. 

The usual district meeting of the Federated 
Trades was held at the school-room, Plimsoll-street, 
Poplar, on Friday evening, Nov. 20, Mr. Bodkins 
(Gas Workers’ Union) in the chair, and there 
were present delegates representing the following 
Unions:—Gas Workers, Sailors’ and Firemen, 
Dockers, Chippers and Drillers, Boiler Scalers and 
Stoke-hole Labourers, Watermen and Lightermen, 
Thames Steamship Workers, Ship Caulkers, Non- 
Freemen, Coal Porters, Railway Workers, and 
South Side Labour Protection League. It was 
reported that the Ipswich and Hastern Counties 
Bargemen’s Protection Society had joined the 
Federation. The reports of the educational com- 
mittee ve the exsmination of cards of the men at 
several firms, was approved of. The report of the 
electoral eommittee regarding the School Board 
elections, was also confirmed. Mr. J. Thomas, of 
the Riggers of Cardiff, briefly addressed the 
meeting, which after some private business ad- 
journed. 

It is worthy of note that the Branch that caused 
the only opposition to the centralisation of Branch 
funds at the last annual congress, has shown a true 
spirit of unity and loyalty by being the first to 
confirm the rules and send to head office their 
large cask balance. “Still there’s more to 
follow.” 

The Union steam launch Ivy, having been over- 
hauled and cleaned, has commenced her mission on 
the Thames. She will be run jointly by the Water- 
men and Lightermen and the Seamen’s Union. Mr. 
Wilson spent one day last week on the river 
boarding ships and examining the crews’ Union 





cards. The result of his few hours’ breeze was that 
he brought ashore £22 in contributions and 
entrance-fees. 


The Deptford Branch has removed to more 
central offices, 31, Albion-street, Deptford. 

The United Society of Boiler Scalers and Stoke- 
hole Labourers are working in earnest with the 
Seamen’s Union to strengthen their position by a 
little gentle persuasion towards some of the back- 
sliding members. Their effcrts have already borne 
fruit. 

By instructions of the Federation of Trades, 
Messrs. Clem Edwards, general secretary (Fede- 
rated Trades), P. Mahony (Coal Porters), R. Fenwick 
(Boiler Scalers and Stoke-hole Labourers), Atkins 
(Dockers), and A. Mercer (Sailors and Firemen), 
have been told off to examine the cards of the men 
employed at a well-known shipping Company one 
morning this week. 

The usual weekly meeting of the Green’s Home 
Branch was held on Tuesday evening, Nov. 24, 
Mr. 0. H (Qurtis, president, in the chair, when 
23 new members were enrolled and duly installed. 
Correspondence was read from Fecerated Trades 
re examination of cards, head office. United Labour 
Council, and Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, acknow- 
ledging the Branch’s vote of thanks as to his action 
on crimping. Mrs. 8. Chalke was granted the 





death claim according to rule. The case was 
brought forward of Johnston and Roberts, who had 
failed to join the ss. Albana. A discussion on 
demonstrations became ratber heated. Mr. J. Berry 
said by the orders of head office all expenditure 
under that head was stopped, yet bands and 
banners were still going out in connection with 
matters not direct!y connected with the Union 


-Bro. Anderson asked were those demostrations paid 


for privately or out of the funds of the Union, 
The secretary stated as his opinion that too much 
money had been spent on demonstrations, and by 
letter of Nov. 10 last no more was to be spent 
under that head. Instructions would not be sent 
to one Branch and not another. He was not aware 
that any of the London Branches were still demon- 
strating at the Union expense, but would make 
inquiries; but they were doubtless levying their 
members privately to pay for such demonstration. 
The chairman was authorised to sign the weekly 
account as correct, and the secretary authorised to 
forward the cash balance to head office. The 
nomination of officers will take place on the two 
first meeting nights in December. Mention was 
made about the auditing of accounts, some 
Branches employing chartered accountants, and 
the official of one Branch speaking in most 
libellous terms regarding this Branch, because they 
appointed their auditors according to rule. The 
secretary advisei the members to overlook such 
remarks on account of this man’s ignorance. It 
was one of the ways he took to build up the Union, 
although he admitted the Union had punished 
men for saying less. The meeting adjourned at 
10 p.m. 

At the Tidal Basin Branch weekly meeting 
correspondence was read out, including letters 
from the Greenwich Hospital Committee, asking 
for a representative from this Branch to sit on 
that committee for the purpose of getting up some 
scheme to raise funds for the hospital. Bro. Ward 
was elected. A letter was read from the No. 9 
Branch of the Stevedores inviting us to the funeral 
of their late Bro. R. Franklin. It was resolved that 
we attend with banner and regalia. A letter was 
read from the Boiler Scalers’ Union asking our 
attendance at the unfurling of their banner on 
Friday next, and also at the parade the night 
before. Decided we attend on the two occasions, 
and hold our Branch meeting on Thursday night. 
There were also letters from the solicitor and 
Children’s Orphanage Committee, the latter thank- 
ing us for our attendance at the demonstration in 
aid of the same. Several other matters were dis- 
cussed, and a resolution was passed with reference 
to forming a Cooks’ and Stewards’ Branch in this 
part of London. 

At the usual weekly meeting of Tower Hill 
Branch, at 465, Commercial-road, on Nov. 19, there 
was a fair attendance, and the secretary reported 
four new members during the week, who were 
accepted. Minutes, correspondence, and financial 
statement were submitted and adopted. The 
delegates’ report for the week was next discussed, 
and was deemed satisfactory. Mr. C. Wykes next 
reported having visited the sick members at Green- 
wich Hospital, and they seemed highly pleased 


at the frequent visits of the Union delegates for, 


taking such an interest in our sick members, and 
reported two bad cases, and the remainder are on a 
fair way to recovery. 

At a meeting of the Borough of Deptford 
Liberal and Radical Association, last week, in con- 
nection with his candidature, Mr. Wilson, in the 
course of his speech, advocated the State payment 
of members of Parliament, on which, he said, they 
would never get a strong Labour party in the House 
of Commons until it was passed. (Hear.) He 
advocated manhood suffrage, for everyone who 
worked and contributed to maintain the State, 
directly or indirectly, and therefore every man and 
woman was entitled to vote. He was in favour of 
the disestablishment and disendowment of the 
Church, as he did not see why one church should 
have privileges more than any other, and,as a Church- 
man himself, he believed it would be better for the 
Church to be entirely free from the State. (Hear, 
hear.) He considered the second ballot absolutely 
necessary if they wanted to get a fair representa- 
tion of the people. He asked them as working men, 
ifthey thought he was the man to represent them 
honestly and faithfully in the House of Commens 
to work and return him at the top of the poll. They 
were told that Deptford was a difficult place to 
win, and that it was a Tory stronghold. He did 
not believe it. (Applause.) He believed it was a 
Radical constituency, and after what occurred at 
Molton, were they to be told that a Tory majority 
of 270 could not be turned into a majority on the 
other side? If they could not do it, the fight ought 
to be given up entirely. There were many reasons 
why Tories had been returned for Deptford. Many 
of thé workers had been a little indifferent to the 
candidates brought forward, but they had no ex- 





cuse now for saying that a labour candidate had 
not been brought forward, for he thought no man 
in Deptford would dispute his claim to be a La» our 
representative, (Appiause.) To those who sai’ he 
was not sufficiently advanced, he woul’ say there 
was no part of the Liberal programme that he was 
not abreast of, and there was no programme put 
forward by the Labour party on which he wis not 
“up to date.” (Hear, hear.) He did not carea 
snap for the honour of having “ M.P.” tu his name, 
bat if they returned him he would speak on behalf 
of a body of men whose lives had been savrificed 
for years in order to increase the earnings of the 
wealthy classes. (Applause.) Mr. W. Abraham, 
M.P., Mr. Brown, Mr. Benn, and Mr. Austin ad- 
dressed ths meeting, which afterwar’s passed 
unanimously a resolution pledging itself to heartily 
support Mr. Wilson’s candidature, and three cheers 
were given for the candidate. 


MERSEY DISTRICT 

At the Liverpool (No.1) Branch meeting on the 
23rd inst., there was a moderate attendance, Mr. 
Titley in the chair. Minutes were passed, also the 
correspondence and balance-sheet. Mr. Pfenninger 
moved the resolution accepting the new members 
for enrolment, being to the number of 26 for the 
fortnight. This was seconded by Mr. Hunter. The 
delegates’ reports were read, and Mr. Wioterburn, 
one of the trustees, having briefly addressed the 
members, after various votes of thanks the meeting 
adjourned. 

At the weekly meeting of the Birkenhead Branch, 
Mr. Wm. Nicholson presiding, minutes having been 
passed, together with correspondence and financial 
statement, the new members enroiled were ac- 
cepted. A discussion was raised respecting the 
circular received from head office in reference to 
the centralisation of fands and the acditional 
benefits according to the rules as aliered and 
amended at the annual general meeting, when tne 
following resolution was carried unanimously, on 
the motion of R. Trevellick, seconded by R. Rogers, 
“That the circular as read, received from head 
office, be tabled pending the arrival of 4 copy of 
rules, the same being duly registered as aitered 
and amended at the annual general meeting, and 
that no alteration in the general rules be observed 
pending the arrival of same.’’ The case of one of 
our members named Thomas Leary, who met with 
an accident on board the s,s. Jnchdowa while on a 
voyage to Montreal, came on for consideration, 
when it was decided, on the motion of George 
Collins, seconded by R. M. Trevelick, “That no 
further action be taken in the case of Thomas 
Leary, pending his putting in an appearance at a 
meeting of the Branch, and giving an explauation 
to the satisfaction of the members.” A letter was 
then read from Bro. Denis Sheils and crew of the 
R.M.S. Sorata, when it was moved by James 
Molloy, seconded by R. Rogers, “That the best 
thanks of this meeting be tendered our brothers in 
unity in the R.M.S. Sorata for the kindly interest 
they manifest in the interest of their brother sea- 
men,” when it was. put to the meeting and carried 
with acclamation. After a complimentary address 
from the chairman respecting the Branch secre- 
tary’s (Mr. D. J. Kenny) accession tothe Town 
Council, which was supplemented by some suitable 
remarks from several members, the secretary re- 
sponded, suitably acknowledging the good wishes 
expressed towards him on his br iog returned to the 
Town Council of Birkenhead as the nominee of the 
united labour party, whereupon the meeting ad- 
journed. i 

At the Bootle Branch -weetly meeting, Nov. 24, 
Mr. McGovern in the chair, severs] members from 
other Branches were present. After the usual 
routine the meeting accepted the membership of 
18 men enrolled since last meeting. With regard 
to the centralisation of the funds, the meeting 
decided that the Branch do not send the funds to 
Head office until a registered copy of the new rnles 
is received at the Branch, as, although thoroughly 
in agreement with the scheme, they desi:e to have 
@ proper authority for their action. The quarter’s 
rent was decided to be paid. The case ofa Glasgow 
member was agreed to be taken up on getting 
satisfactory reply from Glasgow. The meeti-g 
also decided to have some more furniture for the 
Branch. A hearty vcte of thanks to Mr. W. H. 
Parry, who gave a donation to the Widows’ and 
Orphans’ fund, was passel unanimously. The 
resignation of the vice-president was accepted on 
account of his leaving the country. After a hearty 
vote of thanks to the chairman and visiting mem- 
bers the meeting adjourned. 


GLASGOW BRANCH. 

At the general weekly meeting, held in Tem- 
plars’ Hall, 20, Bishop-strect, A»cerston, Bro, 
McQuillan in the chair, the secretary intimated 
that, owing to the minute book and cash-books 
being required at head office next day, he hoped 


—ee 





re flien O 


—" 


a a aaa 


Vigo 


ape? 


pe RI Sie ns sce 





Fi tla 


i oa one api 


—- 


12 


SEAFARING. 


November 28, 18912 





—_ 





the members would permit the minutes to be read 
through at once, and the books sent away to catch 
the train for London, and discussion on the various 
items could be gone on with afterwards. This was 
agreed to. After some commenting on various 
items the general meeting minutes were adopted, 
as also the special committee meeting minutes 
anent the rigger question, likewise (after much 
discussion) the general weekly committee meeting 
minutes. The weekly balance-sheet for the week 
ending Nov. 14 was read and adopted. Correspon- 
dence now being brought forward, a letter was 
read from head office in reply. to inquiry as to Mr. 
J. H. Wilson’s prospective Parliamentary position 
in relation to this Union, and it being considered 
satisfactory, was accepted. After some comment- 
ing on the removing from our present hall, Bishop- 
street, to a more central ball, and terms for doing 
so being read from the landlord, it was moved by 
Bro. Bryson, seconded by Bro. Reilly, that we 
accept the landlord’s terms at once, and approach 
Executive Council on the same, stating:our reasons 
for doing so; carried. A death claim was next 
read, Bro. Fyfe moving, and Bro. Reilly seconding, 
that it be paid. After some discussion on various 
items connected with our anvual soirée, and the 
hour being late, the meeting adjourned. 

Members who have paid the Plimsoll levy in 
full for week ending Nov. 21:—Joseph McKernon, 
William Proctor, Peter McFadyen, Donald Graham, 
P. McNeil, James Reid, William Hill, Arch. 
Thomson, John Turtle, Alex. Foremar, Neil 
McDonald, John McLean, John Jamieson, Robert 
Allan, William Palmer, John Manion, John 
Williamson, James McGowan, Kevneth Mathieson, 
H. Hart, James Walker. Francis Turtle, Alex. 
Main, 8. Sinclair, James Young, William Reid. 


SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, on Tuesday, the secre- 
tary reported that, according to the rule for the 
centralisation of funds, he had transferred to head 
office £340. Correspondence was read, includinga 
letter of thanks from the distressed sick member 
who had received monetary help from the Union, 
hoping that seamen outside of the Union would 
soon see that ip was to the interest of all to belong 
to the Society. The secretary reported the death 
of one of our paid members, and it was resolved 
that the widow be paid the £4 death claim. A 
letter from the mayor, acknowledging the vote of 
congratulation on his election was read, and the 
sum of 11s, 6d. was announced for the banner from 
the seamen of the s.s. German, and 7s. from the 
firemen; total for banner received to date, 
£32 17s. 11d. 


GREENOCK BRANCH. 


At the usual meeting in the reading-room, Nov 
24, there was a good attendance. It was intimated 
that two vessels were wanting hands, but as all the 
men ashore were engaged for two runs, one to 
London and the other to Cardiff, no one present 
seemed willing to go. A long discussion ensued 
regarding the advisibility of having the reading- 
room open for an hour or two during the winter 
months, and it was ultimately agreed that such a 
course should be adopted, and that a member be 
appointed to take the responsibili:y of seeing order 
kept. This will be a boon to the men, and will keep 
them off the streets and out of what is sometimes 
not the most desirable company. 


WATERFORD BRANCH. 


At the meeting, held Nov. 19, Bro. E. Curran pre 
sided over a fair attendance, when six new mem- 
bers were enrolled. Minutes and _ financial 
statement were read and passed as very satisfactory, 
showing a decided increase for week. The secre- 
tary then impressed upon the members present the 
necessity of paying up the Plimsoll levy, and after 
further remarks from the chairman, the meeting 
closed, 

Branch secretaries are particularly requested to 
watch all Waterford vessels. 


BRISTOL BRANCH. 


At the usual meeting, on Monday last, Bro. W. 
Mitchell presiding, Mr. John Gardner, district 
secretary, was also present, and in a most exhaus- 
tive manner explained the new rules, after which it 
was decided that the secretary take the usual steps 
for withdrawing moneys in bank and forward the 
tare to head office. A complaint was laid 
against the riggers and hobblers who are on the 
Federation scheme for taking boats on the run 
under price. ‘The seeretary then read report of 
Wolveston appeal up to date, £101 93. ld, the 
parade on Sunday being a grand success, the 
Seamen’s Church being packed, and hundreds not 
being able to get in. The seamen, who numbered 
about 300, were strengthened by the A.O.A. Buffaloes 
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in full regalia, accompanied by their Grand Primos, 
Dr. Ewing, A.O. Foresters by H. Barrington (P.C.R ), 
ete.; Loyal Order of St. George by J. Irwin (C.), 
A. Mayal, C. Weeks, etc.; Bristol and South Wales 
Provident by J. Fox (8.), W. Edwards, H. J. Silcox; 
the Bristol Trades Council by president J. Fox, 
secretary J. Curle, and delegates; Bristol Branch 
by chairman Stanley, delegate C. Jarman, 
secretary T. J. Dane'y, who, to the tune 
of four of Bristol's best brass bands, marched 
through the principal streets, boxes being carried 
on the route. At the church a most eloquent ser- 
mon was preached by Rev. W. E. Dixon (chaplain) 
on the subject : ‘* The cause of the widow.” In his 
remarks he said such a thing as the loss of the 
Wolveston appealed to their manhood. They could 
nut but remember the weeping mothers, heart- 
broken wives, and starving children, and such 
stirred them to a feeling of sympathy, which, he 
urged, should take practical form. Sympathy 
meant fellow-feeling. Christianity meant brother- 
hood, and the gathering there that day was the joy 
of his heart—the men’s noble practical manner of 
sympathy and proof of manhood. Mr. J. Inskip, 
late chairman Taff Vale Railway Company, ad- 
dressed the overflow in similar terms. The collec- 
tion amounted to £32 3s.2d. We take this means 
of thanking those who so ably assisted us in our 
efforts. The fund will close on Nov. 30. Those 
who are in possession of books please notice. 


LEITH BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, on November 14, Bro. A. 
Black in the chair, the usual routine business was 
transacted, and as there was not much more 
business, the meeting adjourned Lefore 9 o’clock. 
Many of the members then 'wended their way to 
Mr. Munro-Ferguson’s meeting, but, unfortunately, 
his speech was almost finished. During the ques- 
tions, one was asked by some friend of the sailors 
and firemen, or it may have bzen by some brother 
in the hall, whether Mr. Munro-Ferguson was in 
favour of giving seamen the privilege of voting, 
though absent from their home at the time. Mr. 
Munro-Ferguson replied that, seeing an exception 
was made in the case of university graduates, he 
could not see why seamen should not also have it. 
This, of course, included fishermen. As promised 
last week, we give below further particulars 
regarding our annual soiree, concert aud assembly. 
It will be held in Junction-street Hal], on Friday. 
Dec. 11, when Mr. Gilbert Archer, our honorary 
treasurer, will preside, and will be supported on the 
platform by several well-known gentlemen, includ- 
ing ex-Bailie Scott and Councillor Gibson, The 
artistes who have been engaged for the occasion, 
are :—Miss Helen Ross, the eminent soprano, from 
London and New York concerts; Mr. James L. 
Gardner, popular tenor. from Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
and Leejs concerts; Mr. James Clarke, favourite 
bass, St. Giles’s Cathedral; Mr. D. McLean, popular 
Tyrolean character vocalist ; Mr. Tom Miiner, the 
popular Scotch comedian and vocalist, from 
Glasgow City Hall; Mr. John Henderson, pianist 
and accompanist. All these are first-class artistes, 
and we are sure our friends wil spend a happy 
eveniog. The tickets for soiree and concert are, 
adults, 1s.; juveniles, 6d.; and the assembly 
tickets are 1s. 6d. The concert will commence at 
7.30, and the assembly at 11.15. Weare sorry that 
our general secretary cannot be present with us, as 
he has pressing business on hand. Bro. Wheel- 
aghan has been appointed master of ceremonies, 
and we are sure that he will carry out the 
programme to a successful termination. The 
tickets will be ready before this appeers in print, 
and can be had at several shops in the town, at the 
office, or from members of the committee. The 
proceeds will be given to the widows’ and orphans’ 
fund, and judging from the support given us last 
year, we have no doubt but it will be a success, and 
that it will prove to Le the concert of the season. 


DUBLIN BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, minutes having 
been adopted, and financial account passed as satis- 
factory, corresponcence was read, including a reply 
from the general secretary ve a shipwreck claim. 
Mr. Edward Donnelly, 1.0.8., explained a case 
similar to the one we had in band, and that he had 
instructed the secretary to write to Mr. Wilson, 
He had also written himself to Mr. Wilson pointing 
out the other case that had been tried es a prece- 
dent to proceed on. Correspondence was then 
pasged. A brother who had met with an accident 
while at woik on board his vessel asked advice, 
which was given to his entire satisfaction, and 
some questions having been asked of Mr. Donnelly, 
which were answered, the subject dropped. ‘The 
secretary then announced that our t:easurer, Bro. 
Johnson, was absent through illness. It ws re- 
solved that the members of the Dublin Branch 
offer Mrs, Johnson heartfelt sympathy in her 





trouble, and hope to soon see Bro. Johnson restored ; 
carried unanimously. Mr. Donnelly then gave a 
very able speech on Trades Unionism, pointing 
out that during his last tour round tne Irish 
Branches he had met with unprecedented success, 
the men both noith and south being more united 
than ever, and more determined than ever to stand 
by the Union. Ia future they would not be led 
into a false position by entering on unnecessary 
sirikes. The financial state of the Irish Branches 
was steadily improving, and the Union was going 
ahead by leaps and bounds. He then referred to 
the Federation of Labour Organisation, pointing 
out the advantages to be derived by Federation. 
‘he employers did not want us to federate our 
Unions because they knew the greater amount-of 
strength we would gain thereby. He also referred 
to Parliamentary representation of Labour, and 
hoped Dublin would be able to send Labour repre- 
sentatives to the House of Commons. There were 
several places ih Ireland that could send a few 
Labour members, and he hoped the Trade Unionists 
of Ireland would do so at the General Election. 
Mr. P. A. Tyrrell then spoke. He quite agreed with 
Mr. Donnelly in all he had stated,and to push it 
forward he would lend all his aid. He also advo- 
cated the great necessity of organising the rural 
districts, giving a very good illustration of the 
feeling of the men at several meetings he had 
attended. They were lcst for want of Unionism. 
The only place where men were defeated by their 
employers was where they were without organisa- 
tion and Trade Unionism. ‘The masters do every- 
thing under heaven to crush us, and if they find a 
weak spot that is where they strike, If all working 
men were organised that would put an end to 
strikes, 


WEST HARTLEPOOL BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, Bro. Payne pre- 
siding, eight new members were enrolled, and the 
minutes and financial statement were adopted. 
The latter was good-naturedly criticised, one 
member thinking it hardly right the secretary 
should knock a man’s head off and expect the 
Society to pay his fine. Bros. Campion and Singelow, 
who were witnesses jn the case, having explained 
that the whole case was the result of malice on 
the part of the Shipping Federation, Bro. Edwards 
moved the returns be accepted, which was seconded 
by Bro. Carling, and carried unanimously. <A 
circular from head office was next read, when Bro. 
Hunter moved that the instructions therein be 
carried oat; Bro. Edwards seconded, and it was 
carried. 


DUNDEE BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, Nov. 23, a letter was read 
from Mr. Leng, M.P., asking for information as to 
space allowed for each sean en and apprentice, the 
present dietary scale; also asking if there is a 
statutory manning scale at present for the manning 
of sailing vessels and steamers. ‘The secretary 
reported that he had submitted a copy of the letter 
to the general secretary. The festival and assembly 
committee then reported to the meeting that they 
had engaged the Thistle Hall for their third annual 
festival and assembly, ex-Bailie Lowe to occupy 
the chair. The new banner being made in 
Manchester will be unfurled that night, There isa 
large and varied programme of songs, recitations, 
aud dances, and it is hoped that all members and 
their friends will turn out and make the third 
annual festival and assembly a thorough success. 


SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH. 


At the usual general meeting, Brother McCarthy 
in the chair, minutes were confirmed, also weekly 
balance-sheet, and: the bill for the week passed. 
Correspondence was read from head office in con- 
nection with the new rules. Complaint was made 
of some of the weekly boats going short-handed, 
and it was pointed out that it is hard to go short- 
handed, and that if the trip has been four or five 
days, all the officers have to bave their share, and 
especially the chief engineer. Another complaint 
was that in a certain steamer on the coast the 
captain had orders from the owners that all hands 
had to have a Federation ticket. The chief went 
up with a man to get a ticket. He had all the dis- 
charges required, when the officials deliberately 
told the chief that he would not give him a ticket, 
and that he must. take that man (showing him a 
man), and the chief, without saying a word, took 
the man as he was told. The thing stands this 
way. When the local boats want a hand in a 
hurry on a tide sail, the Federation ticket is 
not asked for. If officers are going to act in 
that way they won’t be supplied with men from 
our waiting rooms, andif these boats lose a tide, 
men in a while may think of their old friends. 
The appointment of a man for the Tyne Dock 


\ 

















—. aap eel meer em ae et VHAto eB ede ate ot 


A Be ere ee 














November 28, 1891. 


SEAFARING. 


13 





—— 





Branch: The secretary stated that one of our 
members was in the workhouse at the present time 
unable to go to sea, and it was moved that he be 
put in to the Sub-Branch Office. In connection 
with the last Town Council election, it was carried 
that we give £3 towards the expense, subject to 
approval of head office. In connection with 
our annual tea, it is arranged that what profit 
there is will be handed to the Widows’ and 
Orphans’ Fund of the South Shields Branch. For 
members in the locality, tickets will be 1s. 6d. 
and for the concert alone and dance 6d. Tickets 
can be had of any of the officers. There will be a 
good programme and the ha'l is all that can be 
desired; the Stevenson Memorial Hall, John 
William-street, Jan. 5,1892. There has been one 
death claim under the new £4 rule for £1, and four 
shipwrecks during the week, and cight new 
members, All members in port on Wednesdays 
are invited to the social mesting, which is a great 
success. Arrangements are being made for a 
banner, which will not be the property of the 
Union, but the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fand. All 
members are requested to call at the office for a 
parcel of literature when going on board. 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH. 


At the monthly meeting, at’ Lockhart’s Cocoa 
Rooms, , opposite the Central Station, High-street 
West, Mr. W. Airson presiding, there was a good 
attendance, the mioutes were read ani confirmed, 
and several letters were read. There was a post- 
card from the head office pointing out that the 
weekly return wis to be in on Tuesday morning. 
It was stated that the Branch would not be able to 
pass it before being sent on to London. It was 
then passed that all money over the amount 
regulated by the finance committee be sent up to 
London to be centralised. It was also stated that 
Mr. J. B. Lee had lefcs Sunderland that day for 
London to give evidence before the Royal Commis- 
sion on Labour. When the evidence of seamen 
would be taken the secretary stated that there 
would be sufficient to refute some of Mr. Law’s 
statements. There was evidence that the root ofthe 
mischief was in many cases due to disputes which 
occur at sea. If only the witnesses are allowed to 
givetheir evidence, and it is not suppressed, there is 
plenty of the scurvy tricks of shipowners which 
can be exposed, and of how shipowners have bare- 
facedly robbed the widows and the orphans whose 
husbands have been drowned in their employ. 


NAIRN BRANCH. 


The seamen who have been at the English 
fishing are now returning. Two new members 
have left this week for the south. It is quite 
evident those who sail from this port cannot see 
what good the Union can do them, or is doing. 
Give us, they say, Union wages, and we will join. 
Pay our passage to Glasgow, and keep us until we 
get a Union ship, and we will join. These requests 
are rather over the mark, or they wish the Union 
to keep them, and possibly get only kicks in 
return. No,no! ‘The door is open at reduced fee, 
and everything has been explained by Mr. Rennie, 
organiser, who is here, but if they wish us to 
plunder good members to keep up outsiders, I say 
no. By combination you will get your rights. At 
a penny per day you have the best investment in 
the world. It only wants a few minutes’ considera- 
tion to decide whether the men will live here upon 
a small pay, or go where a large pay is held out for 
all good Union men. 


PETERHEAD BRANCH. 


The members are leaving here every day, which 
is a sign that there is something doing in the 
south. The new office is being taken advantage 
of, so the Federation can boast no longer of being 
better provided for. A complaint was lodged by 
Mr. W. H. Leaser against the crew of the Maggie 
and Hellen, which has returned from a Continental 
voyage of three months, to the effect that the 
crew declined to work for thirteen hours a stage, 
from which would be deducted two hours for 
dinner and half-an-hour for breakfast. It turns 
out that the acting master, Captain Birnie (who 
had his certificate suspended and had not got it 
returned), bad hoodwinked the owner, as the men 
were quite willing to work ten and a-half hours 
per ‘day, and the extra hour was never offered 
them. <A paper to this effect was signed by the 
crew and mate. It also transpired that this acting 
master had not given the crew fresh meat in port 
while working cargo. Mr. Leaser, the owner, could 
not believe this, and a paper signed by the crew 
would not be admitted until the master was cleared 
out. The acting master, Birnie, had also signed 
it. This, Captain Stuart, who was cook pro. tem., 
willingly did, and the declaration was duly left in 
Mr. Leaser’s hands by the organising secretary, 





who has investigated the case. The crew then 
summoned Captain Birnie for overcharge on Danish 
money, “kronors” being charged Is, 24d. and 1s. 3d. 
each, but, rather than go to court our agent, Mr. 
B. C. Hutcheon, got all the overcharge and ex- 
penses. So much for another victory. It is quite 
plain that, in this case, the Maggie and Hellen was 
not provisioned as its owner wished. To think 
that a master would send two salt herrings to the 
the two A.B.’s for breakfast, and say that was one 
for each, is rather too much of a joke. No wonder 
one of the crew told him to keep the herring, and 
send two to-morrow. The crew, who have been 
many voyages, declined to sail again with Captain 
Birnie (who is new to the owner), and a Federa- 
tion crew is on board at 10s. less per month. 


GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


A social gathering of the members and their 
wives was held at Unity House, Nov. 19, Councillor 
Chapman in the chair, supported by Mr. Bennett, 
secretary. Mr. Chapman gave a short address in 
respect of this social gathering, which he trusted 
would be carried on weekly through the winter 
months, as it was beneficial to members to link 
themselves more firmly together in the bonds of 
unity and brotherly love. Miss Chapman then 
gave a pianoforte solo; Bro. Wickett a song, “ The 
Cork Leg”; Miss Carrie Chapman a violin solo, 
also a recitation; Mr. J. Chapman a song; Mr. 
Rawling a recitation, “The Women of Mumbles 
Head”; song, Bro. W. Brown; duet by Messrs. 
Smith and Knight. The secretary then presented, 
on behalf of the Union, a gold enamelled medal to 
Mr. Chapman, on which was inscribed the words, 
‘* For services rendered to the NAS.F.U.” Mr. 
Chapman, replying, said he was proud to be the 
recipient of the medal. He was sorry that their 
worthy general secretary was absent, but he could 
promise them that, if at any time his services were 
require?, although but humble, he would te only 
too willing to assist. The chairman then called on 
the Misses Chapman for a piano and violia solo. 
Bro. Stevenson then gave a song, Mr. Rawlings a 
song, Bros. Goodman and Murphy songs. There 
was also a comic song by Miss Smith. After 
epjoying a pleasant evening, and with usual votes 
of thanks to chairman, secretary, and ladies and 
gentlemen who gave their services, we adjourned. 

At the usual weekly meeting of the Branch, 
Nov, 23, owiog to the president being at, sea, Bro. 
Shipman was chairman. Minutes and weekly 
balance-sheet were adopted, and correspondence 
accepted. It was moveiby Bro. Column, seconded 
by Bro. Chapman, and carried, that in case of 
backing out of ships, brethren be summoned to 
attend the next Branch meeting to answer the 
charge made by the captain, as it is our duty to put 
astop to this practice of signing in a vessel and 
then backing out, causing delay of the ship, and 
discredit tothe Union. The secretary then gave a 
report in respect of a tea, concert, and ball, which 
is to take place shortly, to commemorate the 
return of two labour candidates to the Council. In 
respect of the sociai gathering, it was decided that 
it be held on Taesday week, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH. 


At the general meeting, Nov. 20, at the office, Mr. 
W. Nicholson in the chair in the absence of the 
presicent, the routine business was gone through, 
and the secretary reported that he had remitted 
£35 to head office. A commuvication was read 
from Mr. Wilson regarding two scabs in the ss. 
Tynesider, which gave great satisfaction to the 
members present. A goo deal of conversation on 
general topics terminated the meeting. 

At general meeting, held Nov. 23, Mr. Maskey 
presiding, minutes, correspondence and financial 
report for the week were read and edopted. It was 
agreed that the names of the members who had 
paid the Plimsoll levy ia full be inserted in Sma- 
FARING. The usual business having been gone 
through, after a pleasant and agreeable conversa- 
tion, the meeting terminated with a vote of thanks. 

Members who have paid the Plimsoll levy — 
Thomas Dunn, AB.; W. Barrow, A.B.; George 
Jackson, fireman; O. Bonner, fireman; G. Richard- 
son, fireman; John Jamieson, fireman; J. Robson, 
fireman ; Thomas Mason, fireman. 


HULL BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting a letter was read 
from Mr. Ward, of the Society Tavern, stating that 
he wished to engage our hall on ‘Tuesday, Dec. 29, 
and, this being one of our meeting nights, he 
offered us the use of his large room. It was re- 
solved to grant Mr. Ward the hall, and hold our 
meeting on that occasion at the late Union Home, 
48, Myton-gate. A proposition was also moved that 
the Hedon-road office should be closed, and caused 
a great deal of discussion. Mr. Peterson, in pro- 





posing this resolution, contended that, through the 
delegates being on duty at the shipping office 
every alternate day, caused the office to be closed, 
thereby putting many people to a great deal of 
trouble who went there to pay contributions. Mr. 
Jahnke moved, as an amendment, that the Hedon- 
road office be kept on, and that one of the delegates 
attend every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 12to2 p.m. This was carried. The secre- 
tary reported that the owners of the ss. For and 
Cuirassier had made an offer to raise the crews’ 
wages one shilling per week, but this being still 
below Union rates, the members decided to accept 
nothing under the Union rates. A certain paper in 
Hull (styled by one of our members as the “ Hull 
Rag”) stated in last Monday’s issue that scores of 
members were not paying up their contributions to 
the Union ; but I should like the person who writes 
that to call at our office, and we should be pleased 
to show him our books, which will prove that in 
the Hull Branch our income for last week was over 
£42, and we enrolled fifteen new members. 


GOOLE BRANCH. 


This Branch is still on the advance, more new 
members having come in, and contributions con- 
tinually on the increase, there being scarcely a 
man now sailing out of Goole but is in the Union. 
The members are petitioning for a Board of Trade 
officer to be stationed here, as the way ships leave 
the port is something disgraceful at times. On 
Tuesday a well-attended meeting was held at the 
office, Bro. James Gunn in the chair. The usual 
Branch business having been done, the chairman 
cailed on Mr. Cathery to address the meeting, 
which he very ably did, but we regret that we have 
not room for his speech. A letter having been 
read from Mr. Joo, Austin, M.P., the secretary 
proposed, Bro. Tom Knott seconded, and Bro, Jas. 
Gunn supported, a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Austin for his letter. The meeting closed with a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Cathery, proposed by 
Bro. Hackett and seconded by Bro, Knott, and a 
vote of thanks to the chair. 


WHO'S TO BLAME? 





The result of the Board of Trade inquiry, held at 
West Hartlepool, into the stranding and subsequent 
loss of the Panama, s, of that port, in October last 
in the Baltic, is that the Court found that a safe 
and proper course was mostly steered, but no allow- 
ance was made for currents nor for the heeling 
error, the effect of which, if any, would have been 
to take the ship to the westward of her course. If 
the captain had had the proper sailing directions 
and paid due attention to them, he would not have 
mistaken the West Fiongrundet beacon for the 
East, and the casualty might have been avoided. 
The master was on deck when the safety of the 
vessel required h‘s personal supervision. Having 
regard to the state of the weather, the vessel was 
not navigated beyond a proper speed, but the lead 
was not used with sufficient frequency. A good 
and proper look-out was kept. The Court did not 
find the master ia default, but considered that be 
had erred in judgment in placing too much confi- 
deace in his assumed position, and not using the 
lead when approaching the latitude of Finngrundet, 
where the currents were known to be uncertain. 


THE 8.8. “WOLVERTON.” 


The inquiry at Cardiff, into the loss of the ss. 
Wolverton, of West Hartlepool, on Sept. 20 last, 
white on a voyage from Bristol to New York, was 
closed on Saturday. The vessel was not only lost, 
but the captain and sixteen. of the crew. The 
inquiry having extended over five days, the Court 
failed to attach any blame to the managing 
owners, superintending engineer, or anyone. The 
vessel was in good seaworthy condition when she 
left Bristol, and every possible effort to save her 
was made by those on board, and her loss was 
attributed to the shifting of coal in the cross- 
bunker, causing the vessel to list over to starboard, 
choke the bilge-pumps with small coal, and so 
render them useless. 








ALLEGED MURDER AT SHA.—The vessel Alcory 
ar.ived in Penarth Dock last Tuesday night, and 
her captain handed over to the police a seaman, 
named Baird, on a charge of causing the death of 
David Hole, coox and steward, on Oct. 30 last, on 
board the barque Jodine, then off the coast of 
France. The prisoner was transferred to the 
Alecory, in order that he might be tried in England 
on the capital charge. The man, it is alleged, was 
killed by a shot from a revolver fired by the pri- 
soner during a personal altercation. 
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HOMEWARD BOUND, 


The following have been reported homeward 
bound since our last report :-— 


Aconcagua s left Monte Video Nov 23, for Liverpool 

Almanci: es left Brunswick Noy 19, for Liverpool 

Asia s left Bombay Nov 21, for Liverpool 

Ameer s left Port Said Nov 18, for London 

Alcester s left New Orleans Nov 19, for London 

Avoca s left Brisbane Nov 21, for London 

Alexander Elder s left New York Nov 21, for L’d’n 

Abana s left Perim Nov 16, for Dundee 

Aldborough s left Perim Nov 22, for Dundee 

America left Quebec Nov 21, for Greenock 

Avoca s left New York Nov 18, for UK 

Aral s left Philadelphia Nov 29, for UK 

Australia s left New Orleans Nov 19, for U K 

Abbeymore s left Galveston Nov 20, for U K 

Arabian Prince s left New Orleans Nov 23, for U K 

Alcestis s left Galveston Nov 22, for U K 

Augustinus left Black River Nov 24, for Alloa 

Abel cird at Wilmington Nov 3, for Hull 

Activ left Dalhousie Nov 19, for Whitehaven 

Bellucia s left Norfolk Nov 15, for Liverpool 

British Empire s left Boston Nov 19, for Liverpool 

Bostonian s left Boston Nov 18, for Liverpool 

Bengal s left Aden Nov 19, for London 

Bengar s left Quebec Nov 19, for London 

Baroda cird at San Francisco Nov 21, for Q’town 

Bidar s left Philadelphia Nov 18, for UK 

Bear Creek s left Philadelphia Nov 21, for UK 

Biela s left New York Nov 20, for UK 

Bede s left New Orleans Nov 23 for UK 

City of Agra s left Norfelk Nov 18, for Liverpool 

City of Chicago s left New York Nov 18, for L’pool 

Congo s left Lagos Nov 29, for Liverpool 

Chelydra s left Newport News Nov 17, for L’pool 

Charles S. Parnell passed Port Mulgrave Nov 3, for 

Liverpool 

Clan Fraser s left Calcutta Nov 22, for Liverpool 

Calabar s left Lagos Nov 23, for Liverpool 

Catalonia s left Boston Nov 22, for Liverpool 

Ching Wo s left Gibraltar Nov 17, for London 

Clan Buchenan s left Suez Nov 20, for London 

City of Cambridge s left Malta Nov 19, for London 

Cheshire s left Port Said Nov 23, for London 

Clan Mackintosh s left Colombo Nov 20, for L’don 

Clan Monroe s left Madras Nov 19, for London 

Canada s left New York Nov 23, for London 

Cumbrian left Portiand, 0., Nov 18, for Q’stown 

Cawdor left Sau Francisco Nov 20, Queenstown 

Countess of Rothes left Pisagua Nov 19, for F’lmouth 

Corean s left Montreal Nov. 18, for Glasgow 

Critic s left New York Nov 21, for Leith 

Connaught Ranger left Pisagua Nov 20, for Channel 

Carl left Astoria Nov 18, for Channel 

Cyprus s left Norfolk Nov 18, for UK 

Camellia s left New York Nov 16, UK 

Capenor s left Galveston Nov 17, for UK 

City of Gloucester s left New York Nov 18, for UK 

China s left Baltimore Nov 18, for UK 

Carolina s left New Orleans Nov 21, for UK 

Coronilla s left Savannah Nov 23, for UK 

Crown Prince s left New Orleans Nov 23, for UK 

Congo s left Suez Nov 20, for Hull 

Craiglands left Portland, 0, Nov 14, for Limerick 

Dunmore Head s left Galveston Nov 21, for L’pool 

Duke of Argyle s left Port Said Nov 23, for L’d’n 

Damascus s left Melbourne Nov 19, for London 

Dione left Iqnique Nov 13, for Falmouth 

Dacca s left Pisagua Nov 21, for Channel 

Dagmal left Savannah Nov 17, for U K 

Deramore s left Savannah Nov 21, for U K 

Dora s left New Orleans Nov 21, fer U K 

Diamond s left Montreal Nov 15, for Avonmouth 

Dominion s passed Father Point Nov 21, for Avon- 

mouth 

Darwin s left Gibraltar Nov 20, for Hull 

Elmfield s left Norfolk Nov 15, for Liverpool 

Ella s left Norfolk Nov 11, for Liverpool 

Europe s left New York Nov 19, for London 

Ethiopia s left New York Nov 21, for Glasgow 

Eglantine s leit Newport News Nov 17, for U K 

Edenbridge s left New York Nov 19, for U K 

Esmeralda left Pisagua Nov 19, for U K 

Enskar s left Philadelphia Nov 21, for U K 

Ethelwalda s left New York Nov 22, for U K 

Etona s left Charleston Nov 22, for U K 

Exes left New York Nov 22, for Hull 

Genfield s left Norfolk Nov 21, for Liverpool 

Glenesk s left Malta Nov 18, for London 

Glenearn s left Perim, Nov 18, for London 

Gulf of Venice s left Gibraltar Nov 20, for London 

Glenorchy s left Penang Nov 19, for London 

Godiva s left Demerara Nov 11, for London 

Glenshiel s left Hong Kong Nov 20, for London 
lengarry s left Shanghai Nov 20, for London 

Gilcruix left San Francisco Nov 20, for Queenstown 

Gordonia s left Baltimore Nov 18, for Glasgow 

Grantully s left Norfolk Nov 17, for UK 

Glimt left Brunswick Nov 18, for UK 














Gallina s left New York Nov 18, for U K 
Geiserich s left Savannah Nov 20, for U K 
Gothia s left Baltimore Nov 22, for U K 
Glendeven s left Charleston Nov 23, for U K 
Gairloch s left Charleston Nov 23, for U K 

Galileo s left Bahia Nov 21, for Southampton 
Highland Mary s left La Plata Nov 18, for L’pool 
Heliades s left River Plate Nov 18, for Liverpool 
Helen s left Newport News Nov !7, for Liverpool 
Heighington s left Norfolk Nov 19, for Liverpool 
Holland s left New York Nov 23, for Liverpool 
Hawarden Castle s left Cape Town Nov 18, for L’d’n 
Hibernian s left Philadelphia Nov 20, for Glasgow 
Highland Forest left Portland, O, Nov 18, for Ch’n'l 
Hobenzollern s left Baltimore Nov 19, for U K 
Habitant left San Francisco Nov 19, for Hull 
Inchgarvie s left Boston Nov 19, for London 
Inanda s left Port Natal Nov 20, for London 
Irrawaddy s left Suez Nov 19, for London 
Intrepid s left Philadelphia Nov 21, for U K 
Ingleby s left Charleston Nov 23, for U K 

Italia s left New Orleans Nov 23, for U K 

J M Lockwood s left Branswick Nov 17, for U K 
Jane Burrill left New York Nov 19, for U-K 
Jupiter left Savannah Nov 19, for U K 

Kiugsland s left Newport News Nov 14, for L’pool 
Kaisow s left Singapore Nov 20, for London 
Kehrwieder s left Montreal Nov 17, for Dundee 
Karoon s left Rangoon Nov 18, for Tyne 

Lake Nepigon s left Quebec Nov 13, for Liverpool 
Lanfranc s left Para Nov 18, for Liverpool 

Lake Ontario s left Quebec Nov 19, for Liverpool 
Langdale s left San Francisco Nov 19, for Liverpool 
Lundy s left Charleston Nov 19, for Liverpool 
Lusitania s left Neples Nov. 20, for London 
Linda s left Suez Nov 13, for London 

Legislator s left Calcutta Nov 15, for London 
Laertes s left Penang Nov 20, for Londen 

Loch Lomond s Jeft Calcutta Nov 19, for Dundee 
Lennie Burrill left Philadelphia Nov 19, for U K 
Moldavia s left Gibraltar Nov 23, for Liverpool 


} Methley Hall s left Perim Nov 23, for Liverpool 


Matadi s left Accra Nov 18, for Liverpool 

Mentmore s left Norfolk Nov 16, for Liverpool 

Merchant s left Pernambuco Nov 19, for Liverpool 

Mariner s left Pernambuco Nov 20, for Liverpool 

Madrid s left Savannah Nov 17, for Liverpool 

Maine s left Baltimore Nov 21, for Liverpool 

Mira s left Perim Nov 20, for London 

Maroon s left Jamaica Nov 17, for London 

Manora s left Calcutta Nov 21, for London 

Murciano s left Norfolk Nov 20, for U K 

Madura left Savannah Nov 19, for U K 

Martelo s left New Yerk Nov 19, for Hull 

Norseman s left Boston Nov 17, for Liverpool 

Nubia s left Suez Nov 23, for London 

Nanny left Astoria Nov 12, for Queenstown 

Noach I left Samarang Nov 17, for Channel 

Naranja s left Norfolk Nov 17, for U K 

Normanuia s left New York Nov 19, for U K 

Ovingdean Grange s left Newport News Nov 20, for 
Liverpool 

Olive Mount left Brunswick Nov 18, for Liverpool 

Orizaba s left Albany Nov 21, for London 

Oroya s left Colombo Nov 17, for London 

Oriental s left Gibraltar Nov 23, for London 

Oxus s left Colombo Nov 20, for London 

Ocean Spray left Galveston Nov 17, for U K 

Ocean Prince s left Galveston Nov 23, for U K 

Polynesian s left Baltimore Nov 18, for Liverpool 

Piassey s left Calcutta Nov 19, for Liverpool 

Paulina s left Norfolk Nov 18, for Hamburg 

Pakeha s left Teneriffe Nov 14, for London 

Palamed s left Suez Nov 16, for London 

Pembroke Castle s left Las Palmas Nov 21, for 
London 

Plassey s left Calcutta Nov 19, for London 

Pontiac s left Norfolk Nov 10, for U K 

Pedro s left Norfolk Nov 20, for U K 

Pohona left Savannah Nov 18, for U K 

Protellore left Charleston Nov 18, for U K 

Polcevera s left New York Nov 20, for UK 

Preston s left Savannah Nov 21, for U K 

Parkfield s left Savannah Nov 23, for U K 

Picqua s left Savannah Nov 23, for U K 

Patapsco s left Baltimore Nov 22, for U K 

Queen of Cambria left Iquique Nov 27, for Falm’th 

Queen Adelaide left Norfolk Nov 17, for U K 

Roumania s left Bombay Nov 24, for Liverpool 

Rosarian s left Quebec Nov 19, for London 

Reinbeck left Ooncepcion Bay Nov 17, for Falmouth 

Ramore Head s left Suez Nov 20, for Dundee 

Robert Harrowing s left Newport News Nov 20, for 
UK 


Rubenstein s left Philadelphia Nov 20, for U K 
Sherbro s left Grand Canary Nov 19, for Liverpool, 
San Igacio de Loyola left Suez Nov 14, for L’pool 
Southwood s left Norfolk Nov 19, for Liverpool 
Sedgemore s left Baltimore Nov 21, for Liverpool 
Strathesk s left Newport News Nov 20, for L’pool 
St Ronans s left New York Nov 21, for Liverpool 
Servia s left New York Nov 21, for Liverpool 

Star of Italy left Iquique Nov 18, for Falmouth 
Siberian s left New York Nov 20, for Glasgow 





Scandinavian s left Montreal Nov 23, for Glasgow 
Sara left Brunswick Nov 18, for U K 

Saturnina s left New Orleans Nov 20, for U K 
Sidney Thomas left New Orleans Nov 20, for U K 
Tauric s left New York Nov 17, for Liverpool 
Tenasserim s left Calcutta Nov 20, for Liverpool 
Tainui s left Teneriffe Nov 21, for London 

Tara s left Cooktown Nov 19, for London 

Tower Hill s leit New York Nov 18, for London 
Tartar s left Gibraltar Nov 20, for London 
Thessalus left San Francisco Nov 10, for Q’town 
Trust left Compeachy Nov 14, for Falmouth 
Trevaylor s left Savannah Nov 13, for U K 
Tancarville s left Philadelphia Nov 14, for U K 
Tangier s left Philadelphia Nov 19, for U K 
Teresa Figuera left New Orleans Nov 19, for UK 
Teutonia s left New Orleans Nov 21, for U K 
Travancore s left New York Nov 20, for U K 
Tresco s left Charleston Nov 23, for U K 
Thordisa s left Charleston Nov 23, for U K 

Ursa s left Calcutta Nov 20, for Dundee 
Venetian s left, Boston Nov 21, for Liverpool 
Victoria s left Suez Nov 23, for London 

Vulcan s left Norfolk Nov 11, for U K 

Vindobala s left Philadelphia Nov 21, for U K 
Vera s left Port Said Nov 15, for Hull 

Wsrneth Hall s left Perim Nov 21, for Liverpool 
Wisconsin s left New York Nov 21, for Liverpool 
Wetherby s left Nowport News Nov 19, for London 
Wennington Hall s left Gibraltar Nov 23, for Hull 
Zenobia s left Las Palmas Nov 19, for Liverpool 
Zephyrus left St. Vincent Nov 20, for Liverpool 


NAUTICAL NEWS. 


MproHANtT and warships drawing less than 
13 feet can, it is said, still pass the Rio Grande Bar 
by employing special pilots. 

Mr. GEORGE M‘QuEREN, agent of the Cunard Com- 
pany at Queenstown for the past 20 years, died on 
Sunday morning, at his residence. 


A THLEGRAM from Bangkok, dated the 23rd inst., 
states that Chaiya and Bandon, towns situated on 
the coast of the Gulf of Siam, have been practically 
destroyed by a cyclone. 


Ir is asserted that the British Government con- 
templates the abolition, as far as possible, of her 
Majesty's troopships, and intends to arrange with 
private steamship Companies for the transport of 
troops. 

A DESPATCH from Odessa states that 24 vessels 
which commenced loading wheat before the publica- 
tion of the decree prohibiting the export of that 
cereal are now in port there completing their car- 
goes.— Reuter. 

At the Liverpool Police Court, Nov. 23, a fine of 
2s. 6d., with 2s. 6d. costs, was inflicted by Mr. 
Meade-King upon each of two ship captains, in 
the one instance for having a naked light on board 
while in dock, and in the other for having a light 
in a globe lamp during prohibited hours. 

THE survivors of the Lua, the English petroleum 
steamer which was burnt off the coast of Euboea, 
on the 5th inst., with the loss of 16 lives, have 
arrived at Athens. They speak in the highest 
terms of the kindness and hospita:ity shown them 
by the villagers during their fortnight’s stay at 
Stura, in Euboea.— Reuter, 

THH Navy at Rio Janeiro broke out into open 
revolt, Nov. 23, and demanded the resignation of 
Marshal da Fonseca, who, seeing resistance useless, 
complied with the demand, and General Floriano 
Peixoto, who was vice-chief of the Provisional 
Government after the overthrow of the Empire, has 
been declared President pro tem. 

At a meeting of the Sea Fisheries Committee 
of the Plymouth Oounty Council it was unanimously 
decided to communicate with the Board of ‘Trade, 
and request them to hold an official inquiry at 
Plymouth into the general practice of gun firing in 
the crowded and narrow waters off tke port, with a 
view to its discontinuance, 

AT arecent meeting of the Marine Trades and 
Labour Council met at the Seamen’s Hall, Chicago, 
last week, and elected the following officers for 
the ensuing year:—Perry Bates, president; J. 
Alexander, vice-president; Robert Linholdt, secre- 
tary; and T. J. Hiderkin, treasurer. The organisa- 
tion of the council has been temporary, but a state 
charter will be applied for. 


AT a special meeting of the Lake Seamen’s Bene- 
volent Association recently held at Detroit for the 
discussion of wages, it was decided to adopt Union 
prices—3 dols, per day for upper lake ports. 
Vessels intending to lay up will pay the runs as 
follows :—Ogdensburg, 50 dols.; Oswego, 40 dols. ; 
Buffalo, 20 dols.; Kingston or Cape Vincent, 
45 dols.; Cleveland, 12 dols, 
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SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
NO TICES. 


RECEIPTS AT HEAD OFFICE. 
WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 21, 1891. 
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MEMBERS ENROLLED. 


WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 21, 1891. 


In these lists, F means fireman, T trimmer. 
Branch. Name. Capacity. 
BIRKENHEAD C. Stewart i» Boy 
J. Jasling ... AB 
G. Buggs ... T 
J. Curley ... T 
BARRY J. Long D'man 
J. McGuinness F 
F. Peterson AB 
J. Anderson AB 
G. Morris... AB 
J. Williams AB 
BARROW-IN-F’RN’SS J. Pratt T 
T. Bailey ... AB 
BELFAST J. Cushnahan AB 
BLYTH . A. Ogalvie AB 
J. Poh'man AB 
J. Fidler ... F 
W. Carruthers AB 
J. White ... AB 
G. Anderson F 
CARDIFF J. Watkins F 
P. Aranthon AB 
M. Kurnt... AB 
T. Olsen ... AB 
W. Golden AB 
H. Seymore AB 
H. W Bargery AB 
J. Cuthbert AB 
A. Burnett F 
H. Allen ... ES 
G. Deni a 
J. Yunmerman... F 
8S. Thomas AB 
W. Jinkins AB 
E. Jones ... AB 
W. Percival AB 
J. Churchill AB 
DUBLIN . QT. McCarthey AB 
GLASGOW ... J. West F 
i. Dwyer... = 
T. Devonport T 
J. Fisher ... F 
C. Redin ... AB 
B. Traynor T 
R. Crilly . 
A. Walker. AB 
G. Larkins ¥ 
O. Gillan . AB 
J. McLean AB 
D. McMillan AB 
G. McBride T 
C. Jamieson AB 
A, Brown... T 
C. Houston AB 
GooLE S. Gardiner 7S 
R. Boliingham ... AB 
R. Gammon AB 
C. Whitehead AB 
A. Lattimore F 
T. Thompson T 
G. Bateman T 
GREENOCK... T. Welsh ... AB 
S. Steel F 
W. Stewart AB 
J. Finnigan T 
GRAVESEND S. Fowler... F 
G. Walker T 
A. Ross ... AB 
J. Temple... AB 
J. Howard AB 
J. Hewes ... wen DP 
H. Somerset ... AB 
GRIMSBY ... J.C. Poppleton... I 
W. Barber a ae 
R. Fye AB 
J. Aferry... AB 
G. Perrott Fy 
R. Scholey F 
W. John ... AB 


C. Beckett... 
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E. Livingstone ... 
A. Olsen ... ies 
P, Gribbin 

W. Clements 

T. Wright 

J. Jenson... <i 
T. Meiver... om 
W. Henrickson ... 
D. O'Hare... 

A. Johnsop 

H, Blackmore 

W. Wadley 

J. W. Baver 

G. W. Emmett ... 
F. Aisthorpe 

C. O. Johnson 

E. E. Murmisson... 
J. Bradley 

G. Parkin... 

J. Smith ... 

J. Drak... 

A. Whisby 

J. Kennedy 

D. Findley 

H. Thompson 

D. Conway ase 
J. Elliott ... 
T. Jackson 

R. Teather 

Ff. W. Belcher 
R. Barron 

J: Kobinson ‘ 
G. W. Freeman ... 
J. H. Coggle 

G. Cary ... 

A. Popplew 

R, Jaggs ... 

R. Price ... 
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P. Lodergrin 
L. Plummer 
J. A. Nelson 
P. Digney eco 
S. A. Loinson 

J. Sandal... 

C. Franklin 

W. Hawkins 

B. Snelling 

D. Jennings cng 
H. Burroughs 

D. McLeod 

J. Beadle... 

J. Lilley ... Ps 
H. Cole ... 
J. Dougie... 
B. McCart 
P. Chapman 
P, Ford 

J. Bergin... 
M. Moloney 
J. Hayden 
C. Peterson 
J. Hodgson 
J. Melandie ian 
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PATENT WOVEN BANNERS 





GEORCE TUTILL, /:tistic Banner Painter, 


And Manufacturer of the Banners for the Tugboat Branch, Grays Branch, Gravesend| MY TONGAT E, H 1U L L 


Branch, Tower Branch, etc., of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, and Maker of the 
Emblem of the Union. Also Manufacturer of the Regalia for the various Branches. 





838, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 


SAMUEL BEGG, 
Treasurer Hull Branch N.A.8. &F.U. 


TURK’S HEAD HOTEL, 


CONCERT ROOM OPEN BVERY BYERING 
AT SEYEN 0°CLOCK. 


WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY, 





SEAMEN should. visit this Establishment. 
(Close to Hast India Dock.) 


WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS, & COMPLETE 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTERS, 


NEEDLE AND ANCHOR. 


P. M. LEIBOW & CO.,, 
210 & 212, EAST INDIA DOCK ROAD, LONDON, E. 


Captains Supplied at Wholesale Prices 
OILSKINS AND 'SEA-BOOTS A SPECIALITY 


PAWNBROKERS, 
Liberal advances made on all kinds of property. 





ESTABLISHED] 


UNION CLOTHING DEPOT, (1878s 


CHARLES MILLS, 


No. 9, STATION ROAD, 


(Between Mill Dam and Market Ferry), 


SOUTH SHIELDS. 


@—7 NOTED FOR RUBBER AND LEATHER SEA BOOTS, COPENHAGEN LEATHER JACKETS, CAPTAINS AND SEAMEN’S 


OILSKINS AND BEDDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


FOREIGN MONEY EXCHANGED. 





BANNERS, **sitic** 
FOR SOCIETIES, UNIONS, SCHOOLS, &C. 


ANY SUBJECT ARTISTICALLY PAINTED OR 
EMBROIDERED, 





Also SASHES, COLLARS, APRONS, BAND CAPS, UNIFORMS, 
COMMITTEE BADGES, GOLD STARS, TASSELS, LACES, 
SPANGLES, MILITARY, NAVAL, VOLUNTEER, THEATRICAL 
REQUISITES, CLUB DEVICES, 
neers eee 


TOYE’S. MASONIC DEPOT, 
18, LITTLE BRITAIN, LONDON. 


CAPTAIN E. DANN, 
BOARD AND LODGINGS BY DAY OR WEEK, 
8, STRAND, SWANSEA. 


AIso 
SEAMEN'S OUTFITTING STORES, 
23, WIND STREET, SWANSEA. 


MRS. ROBERT BAXTER, 
SAILORS’ HOME, 
HAST PIHRHEAD, 
BO'NESS. 


Cc. R. SHORT, 
Trustee Tidal Basin Branch Seamen’s Union 


AND 
Treasurer of the Non-Freemen of the 
River Thames. 


TIDAL BASIN TAVERN, 
LONDON. 
Wines, Spirits, & Ales of the Best Quality. 














THE BXHBCUTORS OF 


P, DODGSON, 


Shipchandlers, Ironmongers, Blacksmiths, 
Tinsmiths, Coppersmiths, & Plumbers. 
SHIPPING BROW, MARYPORT, 


Warehouses: SOUTH QUAY & ELIZABETH DOCK. 
InQuIRizs SOLICITED. Prick Lists ON APPLICATION. 


Seafaring Men in MARYPORT 


SHOULD GO TO 


"SHIPPING BROW, 
For RHADY-MADECLOTHING, SERGES, DUNGAREES, 
OILskiNs, GUERNSEYS, BEDS & BEDDING, SHIRTS, 
Drawers, & STockines, Hats & Caps, Trius, 
ScaRvzEs, COLLARS, BOOTS, SHOES & SLIPPERS. 





HENRY PHILLIPS, 


OPPOSITE 


TIDAL BASIN STATION, 


AND 
57, BARKING RD., VICTORIA DOCES, 
LONDON, #.. 
PAWNBROKER SAILORS’ 
AND 


GENERAL SALESMAN: 


OUTFITTER, 





N. A. S. & F. UNION HOME, 
5, PRINCE STREET, HULL 


(Next door to the Unity Hall). 
TERMS, 14s. PER WEEK. 
G. A. HODGSON, Proprictor, 


Financial Member, Hull Branch. 


GEO. DANIELS, 


Grocer and Provision Merchant, 
28, CUSTOM HOUSE STREET, 
CARDIFF. 


Shipping Supplied. Specialattention given to Weekly Boate 














MCCANN & CQ., 


LONDON HOUSE, HOLTON ROAD, BARRY. 


Seafaring men cannot do better than buy their CLOTHING 
at MoOann & Co.’8. We buy for mone from the best manu- 
facturers, which enables us to give the best value to our 
customers. One rice; noabatement, The Largest Stock 
n the neighbourhood. 


McCANN & CO., London House, Holton-rd., Barry. 
Near Victoria Hotel; 4 minutes’ walk from Shipping Office. 


PHILHARMONIC RESTAURANT 


St. Mary Street, CARDIFF. 


DINNERS. TEAS. SUPPERS, 


Wines and Spirits of finest quality. Billiard 
and Smoking Rooms. 


G. F. CULLEY, Manager. 
LONDON. 
N.A.S.&F. BOARDING HOUSE, 
Mrs. HICKS, 


13, JEREMIAH STREET, 
Four Doors from Green’s Home Branch Office. 











TOBACCONISTS COMMENCING, | 
JEWELLERS, STATIONERS, &C. 
Aa Illustrated Guide (229 pages, 2d.) 
‘* How to open a Cigar Store, £20 to 
£1,000,”—ToBacoonisTs’ OUTFITTING 

mee ~— Huston-rd., London. Nore. 


jpectus on the 0 other Trades 
(free).—Manager, H. on etablisined 





EMPIRE 
PALACE OF VARIETIES 


QUEEN STREET, 
CA RDIF F. 


GOLDIE BROS., 





ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS, 


QUEEN STREET STUDIO, 
66,QUBEN ST.,CARDIFF. 





Photos of Mr. J. H. Wilson may be had. 


“ Deaz Srr,—I received my photo, which I consider an 
excellent specimen of the photo art.—J. H. Wizson.” 


J. JOEINS, 


Wine & Spirit Merchant, 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, 
QUEEN ST., CARDIFF, 
OLD TRADES UNION HOUSE. 
Wines and Spirits of the First Quality. 


Ss. J; GOWER, 
PRINTHR, 


Wholesale and Retail 
COMMERCIAL AND FANCY STATIONER, 
NEWSAGENT, BOOKBINDER, &c., 


2, MYTONGATE, HULL: 


N.B.--Wholesale and Advertisement Agent for 
SEAFARING in Hull. 


SAFE ANCHORAGE. 
WHERE TO BOARD. 


UNION BOARDING-HOUSES. 
Bo'mnet—Mrs. Baxter, Sailors’ Home, East Pier- 














Carprrr.—N. A. 8, & F. Union Home and Stores 
Hope-street, Custom House-street, 
and Bute-street, John Gardner, 
manager. 

Huiu.—N. A. 8. & F. Union Home, 5, Prince- 

street, en 

Loimpon.—N. A. s. & F. Boarding House, Mra 
Hicks, “3 Jeremiah-street, Fast 
India-road. 

Sw.nsza.—E,. Dann, 3, Strand, 





Published by the Editor and Proprietor, A. Cowzs, at 150, Minories, London, E, 














